
 

 

December 2012 Winter Edition

Have you visited the BCHS website?  
The new website has many great features for your 

convenience.  Sign up to volunteer, become a member,  

or stay informed of upcoming events! 

 

 

Visit us on the web at:  

 

www.boonecountyhistorical.org 

Preserving Our Heritage 

Boone County Historical 

Society meetings are held the 

first Tuesday of each month  

(7 pm) at the Cragun House, 

located at 404 W. Main St. in 

Lebanon.  Meetings are open to 

the general membership or 

prospective members. 

 

A Special Thank You from the  

Boone County Historical Society 

On behalf of the BCHS, we would like to extend a special thank 

you to the community for your attendance and support of this 

year’s Lincoln’s Lebanon and Civil War Re-enactment.   

Mr. Lincoln, the soldiers, and demonstrators enjoyed wonderful 

weather and meeting many people of our community.   

Again, thank you to all that participated! 

Save the Date! 

2013 Lincoln’s Lebanon and Civil War Re-enactment 
Saturday, September 28

th
 & Sunday, September 29

th
, 2013 

Lebanon Memorial Park 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?num=10&hl=en&biw=1603&bih=857&tbm=isch&tbnid=IPeP1nSFvotkLM:&imgrefurl=http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/activity/presidentsday/pages/lincoln.htm&docid=A-0Pq0JaZkMpXM&imgurl=http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/activity/presidentsday/images/lincoln2.gif&w=265&h=300&ei=RaNbUI3wLunIyQGP54DQBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=180&vpy=327&dur=2229&hovh=239&hovw=211&tx=103&ty=120&sig=103938100206479748683&page=1&tbnh=153&tbnw=134&start=0&ndsp=37&ved=1t:429,r:9,s:0,i:168
http://www.boonecountyhistorical.org/


 
 

Please RSVP by calling (765) 483-9414 

Christmas at the 

Cragun House  

Christmas decorating at the  

Cragun House will be held on  

Friday, November 30
th

 beginning at 

5:30 pm.  Members are invited to 

participate and enjoy a pizza dinner 

provided by BCHS.   

Please RSVP by calling  

Judy Walburn at: (765) 483-9414. 

Nominations for Board Members and Officers for 2013 

were approved at the November meeting of the  

Board of Directors. 

 

Board of Directors  
Molly Riggs 

Jerry Neal 

Linda Ridgway 

 

Officers                                
President:  Linda Ridgway                                                

Vice President:  Judy Walburn                                                

Secretary: Judy Walburn – Interim  

Treasurer:  Karen Richards 

 

The Annual Meeting of the Members will be the 

second Sunday in December as dictated by BCHS  

Bylaws. 

 

At that meeting nominations will be taken from the 

floor and election of Directors and Officers of the 

Directors will take place. 

 

Any members that are interested in being on the Board 

of Directors please call:  483-9414 or 482-8838 

 

 

2013 Board Member Nominations and 

Annual Election Meeting Announcement 



Architectural Treasure Hunting 

 
Several of Lebanon’s beautiful homes have gone by the wayside.  There 

are, however, some homes that have been saved.  For instance, there is the 

beautiful Queen Anne style home of Myra Summerville.  The home was 

built at the turn of the Century for August H. Meyer about 1899.  It is an 

old Victorian home at 319 East Washington Street.  Mr. Meyer was a 

Lebanon businessman and manufacturer.   

 

Ralph Stark, Boone County Historian, published a story he wrote for the 

Lebanon Reporter in 1971,  soon after the death of Meyer’s daughter, 

Caroline.  The story was about two accomplished Lebanon carpenters, 

named Batterton & McCaslin, who spent nearly two years in constructing 

the two and a half story frame structure.  According to Stark, oil was found 

on property Meyer owned near Montpelier, IN.  Knowing that, we assume 

he did not need to spare expense in building the ten room house.  Caroline 

Meyer, who never married, was the last of the family. 

 

The woodwork is of solid oak.  Some of the floors are of beautiful crafted 

parquetry, and a lovely staircase ascends to the second floor from the rear 

of the entrance hall and just beyond the arched opening into the round room 

which is said to have been a combination library and music room.   

 

Mr. Meyer died in 1920, age 66 years; his wife was 95 when she passed 

away in 1955; and Caroline died at the age of 86. 

 

Article taken from the Lebanon Reporter 9/4/1971 
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Preserving Our Heritage 

Are you a member of the Boone County Historical Society?  We offer affordable membership 

options for individuals or businesses.  To become a member, please visit our website at: 

www.boonecountyhistorical.org    

Or call:  (765)483-9414 

 

Boone Cabinet Makers 
 

In the late nineteenth century a business 

arose in Lebanon that for a number of 

years was Lebanon’s biggest industry.  

It was located at 331 North Lebanon 

Street.  They called themselves  

“The Boone Cabinet Makers”.  The 

name of the firm was Campbell-Smith-

Ritchie Company and continued as 

such for over forty years.  The business 

started as a planning mill and 

lumberyard enterprise. 

 

After a 1905 fire they moved to 710 W. 

South Street, adjacent to the Big Four 

Railroad.  The company maintained an 

extensive and modernly equipped plant 

where many specialties such as kitchen 

cabinets were manufactured.  The 

cabinets were of such superior 

workmanship and quality that they 

found a ready market over a vast 

territory.  The cabinet was not only 

popular locally but throughout Indiana 

and the entire Midwest.  The business 

ceased operations in 1940.  Many years 

later the buildings were razed.  Now, 

the lots next to the Village Pantry on 

West South Street are vacant. 

 

Did you know the Cragun House has 

two models of the Boone Cabinets? 

 

Do you have an interesting fact or story 

that you’d like to share from the past?   

Send it to the BCHS:  

 

Email:  cragunhouse@sbcglobal.net  

or 

Mail to:      PO Box 141 

        Lebanon, IN  46052 

http://www.boonecountyhistorical.org/
mailto:cragunhouse@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Boone County Historical Society 

PO Box 141 

Lebanon, IN  46052 

__________________ 
(765) 483-9414 

cragunhouse@sbcglobal.net  

 

 

 

www.boonecountyhistorical.org  

 

mailto:cragunhouse@sbcglobal.net
http://www.boonecountyhistorical.org/

