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Bell funded the marker with donations from
Lebanon’s students.
The marker was unveiled on May 12,
1916. Invitations to the event read: “the boys
and girls of now invite the boys and girls of
long ago to the school exercise marking the
site of the first school building in Lebanon,”
and many of Boone County’s pioneer residents attended as special guests. Bell had
planned to hold the ceremony on the courthouse square, but rain forced them to move
into the Central Christian Church. The Lebanon Patriot reported that attendees filled the
church’s auditorium to capacity. Strange Cragun, also a member of the school board, presided over the event, which featured a recitation of Whittier’s “Thanksgiving and Prayer” by
the 8th grade boys and the singing of
“Columbia, Gem of the Ocean,” “Indiana’s Slogan,” and “A Thousand Years, My Own Columbia.” Superintendent Harry G. Brown delivered the keynote address, teacher Julia Harney read a history of Lebanon’s schools, and
Robert Stephenson spoke about his experiences as a student in the 1850s. Throughout
these exercises, the tablet itself stood on the
speaker’s platform draped with an American
flag. Near the end of the program, Martha
Wade, six-year-old daughter of John L. Wade,
secretary of Boone’s state centennial committee, unveiled it to much applause. Mayor Elza
Rogers then accepted the marker on behalf of
the people of Lebanon. The tablet was later
placed in the west wall of the Higgins Block
between the windows of the second floor.
There the marker sat for many
years. Due to its placement on the second
story, however, it was often overlooked until it
became all but forgotten. However, in 1951,
James McCann, a prominent farmer, suggested to the Lions Club that the tablet be moved
to a more visible location. The Lions Club

contacted Dwight Cragun (son of Strange),
now the building’s owner (by this time occupied by the Haag Drug Store), and arranged to
reposition the tablet. Lebanon’s Fire Department removed the plaque, which was cleaned
by US Machine Corporation, and reinstalled it
at eye-level on the building’s south side.
The building’s tenants changed over
the years. Around 1960, Clarence G. Miller
purchased the store and renamed it the Corner Drug Store. In 1974, Creations, Ltd. occupied the space and was replaced by Greek’s
Pizzeria in 1977, which, by 1988, was in turn
replaced by Pizza by George. And during that
time the plaque remained, identifying the supposed spot of Lebanon’s first school.
Disaster struck on the morning of July 9,
1997, when a fire devastated the southeast
corner of the square. Though the owners of
several of the buildings would rebuild and repair, the Higgins Block was razed and the lot
left vacant. Fortunately, the marker was salvaged by a member of the neighboring First
Presbyterian Church and kept in storage until
the church donated it to the Boone County
Historical Society in September 2017.
Next issue: This site may not have been the location of
Lebanon’s first school building.

South Side of the Higgins Block, where the
tablet (on the left) was moved in 1951. Courtesy Ralph W. Stark Heritage Center, Lebanon Public Library.
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The Boys and Girls of Now Honor the Boys and
Girls of Long Ago: Marking the Site of the First
School in Lebanon, Indiana , Part 1
Eric Spall, Boone County Historian

In 1916, as part of Boone County’s celebration of Indiana’s statehood centennial, Lydia Bell,
principal of Lebanon’s Central School and member
of the county’s state centennial committee, took the
lead on a project to locate and mark the site of the
first school building in Lebanon. To complete this
task, Bell organized a committee of the four oldest
residents of Boone County: E. Richey, Mary Rodman, George W. Busby, and Sarah Nunn Witte. This committee determined that Lebanon’s first
school was located on the northeast corner of the
intersection of Main and Meridian Streets where
then stood the Higgins Block, at the time owned by
Strange Cragun and occupied by the Long and Davis Drug Store, H. A. McDaniel and Bro. jewelry
store, Zimmerman’s barbershop, and the Berryhill
and Co. coffee store (the spot is now Presbyterian
Park). The committee remembered the structure as
a one and a half story log building. With the site
located, C. F. S. Neal headed the committee to procure a marker, while another committee comprised
of Harry Hurt, Harry Thompson, Frank Myers, Albert
Witt, and Strange Cragun arranged the dedicatory
exercises.
To mark the location, Neal contracted with
the American Art Bronze Foundry in Chicago for an
18”x24” plaque of US government bronze bearing West façade of the Higgins Bock where the school tablet
was placed in 1916. It is between the first two windows
the inscription:
on the left-hand side. Courtesy Ralph W. Stark Heritage CenArticle continues on Page 4

ter, Lebanon Public Library.
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2017 Lincoln ’ s Lebanon a Success!
Share your history with us!
Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the Boone County Historical Society
Newsletter? Or maybe a topic you would like us to cover at a presentation to the public?
Contact us at:
cragunhouse@mymetronet.net or write to us at PO BOX 104 Lebanon Indiana 46052!

Tour Cragun House

Take a step back to the late 19th century with a
tour of Cragun House. Built in 1893 by newspaper
publisher and Lebanon school superintendent
Strange Cragun, the home was gifted to the historical society by the Cragun family in 1988.
Call 765-483-9414 or email us at
cragunhouse@mymetronet.net to request a tour
time.

Time to Renew Your Membership
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This year’s Lincoln’s Lebanon Civil War Reenactment was a resounding success. Reenactors
portraying Union and Confederate soldiers encamped in Lebanon’s Memorial Park September
30-October 1 where they demonstrated many aspects of daily military camp life—and engaged
in a few skirmishes. A military hospital showed how the armies cared for sick soldiers while a
surgeon demonstrated how doctors treated the wounded. An undertaker exhibited some cuttingedge (for the 19th century) practices for embalming the deceased. The sound of blacksmiths’
hammers rang throughout the camps, and sutlers vended their wares. Members of the US
Christian Commission set up a church tent to provide for the soldiers’ spiritual needs. President
Abraham Lincoln, Confederate President Jefferson Davis, and Union General Lew Wallace all
gave speeches. On Saturday evening, the reenactors and the public enjoyed a bean and cornbread supper. For the first time, Randy Duncan, our Lincoln interpreter, returned to the camp
on Sunday to deliver a speech about Abraham Lincoln’s religious beliefs. The weather was
fine all weekend, and the attendance was large. The Boone County Historical Society looks
forward to next year’s encampment!
A special thank you to our sponsors: Witham Memorial Hospital, Myers Mortuary, Home National Bank, Edward Jones, Culligan of Lebanon, and Boone County REMC. Their support
made possible this event.

Please consider renewing your membership to the society today.
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local
history.
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events. May we add your e-mail address to our volunteer contact list? No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if
you’re available.
Contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society. We are always glad to hear from our members. To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues.
Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________
E-mail Address:_________________________________ Phone:________________________________
Type of Membership: ________Single ($20.00) _________Family ($35.00) _________Lifetime ($110.00)
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00) _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00)
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund: $________________
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund: $___________
May we list your name on our website as a “Friend of the Society”? _____Yes _____No
________I/we are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities.

Find us on Facebook at: Boone County Historical Society Indiana
Email: cragunhouse@mymetronet.net
Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org

