
From 1866 to 1977, the Sanborn Map Com-
pany was a leading publisher of fire insurance maps 
for communities across the United States.  Used to 
help insurance companies assess potential risks, 
these maps contain a wealth of information on local 
history.  Individual maps show the locations of pub-
lic buildings, industries, and residences and provide 
many details about specific buildings, including di-
mensions, materials used in construction, methods of 
heating and lighting, and the types of businesses oc-
cupying the buildings.  Together, series of maps for 
a particular place show the growth and development 
of that community. 

Indiana University maintains a collection of 
numerous Sanborn maps created for Indiana commu-
nities and has digitized many of the public domain 
(pre-1923) issues.  The digital copies may be ac-
cessed at https://libraries.indiana.edu/union-list-
sanborn-maps.  For Boone County, the Sanborn Map 
Company published maps for Advance (1909; 1910), 
Lebanon (1887; 1892; 1896; 1902; 1909; 1919; 
1929; 1963),  Thorntown (1886; 1892; 1898; 1915; 
1926), Whitestown (1895; 1902; 1909; 1922), and 
Zionsville (1895; 1902; 1910; 1922; 1939). 

The Boone County Historical Society 
thanks Karen  Niemeyer and The Farm-
ers Bank for sponsoring our newsletter. 

Detail from 1909 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for Advance, Indiana.  Courtesy Indiana University Libraries. 

Detail of 1895 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for Whitestown, Indiana.  Courtesy Indiana University Libraries. 
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The Boys and Girls of Now Honor the Boys and 
Girls of Long Ago:  Marking the Site of the First 

School in Lebanon, Indiana , Part 2 
 

Eric Spall, Boone County Historian 
 
For eight decades this tablet marked the in-

tersection of Main and Meridian as the site of the 
first school in Lebanon, but its placement has been 
disputed.  L. M. Crist, in his 1914 History of Boone 
County, Indiana, asserted that the first schoolhouse 
was a log cabin near the depot on South Lebanon 
Street; in 1916, some other older Booneites not on 
Bell’s committee claimed that the honor properly 
belonged to the site of Robert N. Etter’s drug store 
at 125 South Lebanon Street.   

Historian Ralph W. Stark declared it unlikely 
that the spot marked in 1916 was actually the site of 
the first school.  He noted that in 1834 the entirety of 
Lebanon consisted of but a few buildings and that at 
that time the schools in Boone were subscription 
institutions in which teachers solicited for students 
and did not necessarily meet in dedicated school 
facilities.  Stark’s assertions are supported by the 
fact that Indiana’s public schools did not develop 
until after the ratification of the state’s second con-
stitution in 1851.  Though the 1816 constitution 
mandated the existence of public schools, the legis-
lature provided little funding for their construction 
and operation; today’s public school system origi-
nated with the Free School Law of 1852.  Stark 
maintained that the first school in Lebanon met in 
the log courthouse on the north side of the square, 
that the first dedicated school building in the town  
was the Boone County Seminary, built in 1840 on  
 
On April 15, the Indiana auto racing community turned its 

 

the site of Central Christian Church, and that the first tax-
supported schools were constructed in 1854 at 418 East 
Washington and 316 West South Streets. 

Whether or not the site marked in 1916 was the ac-
tual location of Lebanon’s first school, the enthusiasm with 
which Lebanonites supported the project indicates the val-
ue the city placed on education.  In accepting the marker, 
Mayor Rogers declared that “we could better spare that 
temple of justice that ornaments the center of our public 
square than a single one of our schools” and that, though 
he was proud of the courthouse, he was “infinitely prouder 
of the schools.”  Though a century has passed since the 
dedication of the tablet, quality education remains vital to a 
thriving community.  Perhaps the marker can continue, as 
Rogers hoped, to “stimulate us to contribute our mite and 
do our bit toward establishing our schools upon a still high-
er plane of usefulness to the community.” 

The marker is now in the Boone County Historical Society’s 
collection. 



attention to Lebanon’s Ulen Country 
Club, where the Indiana Racing Me-
morial Association honored Lebanon 
citizens Mel and Don Kenyon with the 
unveiling of a historical marker com-
memorating the Kenyons’ contribu-
tions to racing.  Indiana broadcasting 
pioneer Howdy Bell emceed the cere-
mony, which featured remarks by In-
dianapolis Motor Speedway historian 
Donald Davidson and a video tribute 
produced by the City of Lebanon.   
During the ceremony, Mayor Matt 
Gentry proclaimed April 15, 2018, Mel 
and Don Kenyon Day and awarded 
both brothers keys to the city.  To-
gether, Mel and Don unveiled the his-
torical marker.  The permanent place-
ment of the marker had yet to be de-
termined at the time of the event. 

 

 

 

Mel and Don Kenyon Honored 

Mel (left) and Don (right) Kenyon unveil the historical marker honoring their achieve-
ments. 

Time to Renew Your Membership 
 

Find us on Facebook at: Boone County Historical Society Indiana 
Email: cragunhouse@mymetronet.net 
Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org 
 

Please consider renewing your membership to the society today.  
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to 
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local 
history. 
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events.  May we add your e-mail ad-
dress to our volunteer contact list?  No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if 
you’re available. 
 

Contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society.  We are al-
ways glad to hear from our members.  To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom 
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues. 

 
Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________ 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________ 
E-mail Address:_________________________________   Phone:________________________________ 
Type of Membership:  ________Single ($20.00)  _________Family ($35.00) _________Lifetime ($110.00) 
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00)   _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00) 
 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund:  $________________ 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund:  $___________ 
May we list your name on our website as a “Friend of the Society”?  _____Yes     _____No 
________I/we are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities. 

 

Share your history with us! 
 
Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the Boone County Historical Society 
Newsletter? Or maybe a topic you would like us to cover at a presentation to the public? 
Contact us at:  
cragunhouse@mymetronet.net or write to us at PO BOX 141, Lebanon, Indiana  46052!  

Tour Cragun House 
Take a step back to the late 19th century with a 
tour of Cragun House. Built in 1893 by newspaper 
publisher and Lebanon school superintendent 
Strange Cragun, the home was gifted to the histor-
ical society by the Cragun family in 1988. 
 
Call 765-483-9414 or email us at  
cragunhouse@mymetronet.net to request a tour 
time. 


