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 Originally, the work of convert-
ing the area into a conservation park 
was to have been a Public Works 
Administration project.  Last minute 
changes stymied this effort, howev-
er, and the League was left to do the 
work itself.  Conducted with volun-
teer labor and funded by member-
ship fees and private contributions, 
the League rendered the land fit for 
its purposes over the course of sev-
eral years.  A gravel pit on the 
grounds which had been used as a 
dump was covered up and several 
other gravel pits were filled with wa-
ter for use as stock ponds.  (During 
construction of US-52, the League 
sold dirt and gravel to the road con-
tractor; in removing the dirt and 
gravel, the contractor connected the 
three gravel pits to form a single 
pond.)  It also established in the 
park a pen for rearing pheasants 
and several shooting ranges. The 
grounds included a frame building 
that had previously been used as 
stables for race horses and as a 
WPA canning factory.  The League 
had planned to convert this into their 
clubhouse, but it burned in 
1936.   The following year, Lebanon 
built a new building on the same 
foundation for the League’s use.  In 
1948, the League purchased the 
park from Lebanon. 

Throughout its history, the 
League engaged in a variety of ac-
tivities.  It sponsored events, ranging 
from fox hunts to fishing derbies.  It 
raised and released quail and 
pheasants and established game 
refuges in the county.  As well, the 
League cooperated with the State 
Department of Conservation in stud-
ies of Sugar Creek and donated 
subscriptions for conservation-
oriented periodicals to schools and 
the Lebanon Public Library.  One of 
its most notable initiatives was the 
“Keep Indiana Clean, Green and 
Beautiful” campaign in the early 
1950s:  the League converted old oil 
barrels into nicely painted trash cans 
which the highway department 
placed at rest stops and picnic areas 
around the county.     

Local historian and League 
member Ralph W. Stark defined 
conservation as “the use of our nat-
ural resources in such a way that we 
have enough now and plenty lat-
er.”  The Boone County Conserva-
tion League did its part to put these 
words into practice. 
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A Brief History of the Boone County 
Conservation League 

Eric Spall, Boone County Historian 

The Boone County Conservation 
League, after serving Boone for over 
eight decades, recently dissolved its in-
corporation and sold to the city of Leba-
non its property next to Abner Longley 
Park.  The League donated part of the 
proceeds from the sale to the Boone 
County Historical Society, and we appre-
ciate both the donation and the service 
the League gave to Boone. 

The League was founded in De-
cember 1935.  Its articles of incorpora-
tion (filed in 1938) declared the League’s 
mission to be to propagate, protect and 
conserve “all beneficial wild life,” encour-
age “greater interest and activity in all 
outdoor sports and activities,” and “to co-
operate in the conservation of the natural 
resources of this country.”  At the time it 
organized, Lebanon’s mayor, Carl Dale, 
offered the League use of some land 
owned by the city on the south side; this 
land became Conservation League Park. 

Article continues on Page 4 

 

Seal of the Boone County Conservation League.  
Image courtesy Ralph W. Stark Heritage Center, 
Lebanon Public Library, which owns the embosser. 

Pond at Conservation Park.  Image courtesy City of 
Lebanon. 



 

From the Boone County History File 

Thorntown High  School was the 1915 State Basketball Championship Winners. This 
basketball championship  was the 5th state Championship, and 4 of the first 8 Champi-
onships were won by Boone County Teams. Thorntown in  1915, Lebanon in 1912, 
1917, and 1918. 

All for Lebanon! On March 20, 2017,   as part of an event cosponsored by the Lebanon 
Public Library and the Boone County Historical Society, Indiana Historical Bureau Di-
rector S. Chandler Lighty gave a presentation about Lebanon High School Basketball 
history, especially the 1917 and 1918 championship seasons. As part of the presenta-
tion, the library debuted its digitized LHS basketball film collection. These may be ac-
cessed from the library’s website.  The event was enjoyed by all. 

Time to Renew Your Membership 
 

Find us on Facebook at: Boone County Historical Society Indiana 
Email: cragunhouse@mymetronet.net 
Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org 
 

Please consider renewing your membership to the society today.  
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to 
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local 
history. 
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events.  May we add your e-mail ad-
dress to our volunteer contact list?  No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if 
you’re available. 
 

Contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society.  We are al-
ways glad to hear from our members.  To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom 
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues. 

 
Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________ 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________ 
E-mail Address:_________________________________   Phone:________________________________ 
Type of Membership:  ________Single ($20.00)  _________Family ($35.00) _________Lifetime ($110.00) 
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00)   _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00) 
 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund:  $________________ 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund:  $___________ 
May we list your name on our website as a “Friend of the Society”?  _____Yes     _____No 
________I/we are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities. 

 

Share your history with us! 
 
Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the Boone County Historical Society 
Newsletter? Or maybe a topic you would like us to cover at a presentation to the public? 
Contact us at:  
cragunhouse@mymetronet.net or write to us at PO BOX 104 Lebanon Indiana 46052!  

Tour Cragun House 
Take a step back to the late 19th century with a 
tour of Cragun House. Built in 1893 by news-
paper publisher and Lebanon school superin-
tendent Strange Cragun, the home was gifted 
to the historical society by the Cragun family in 
1988. 
 
 
Call 765-483-9414 to request a tour time. 


