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 Historical Society Fundraising Success  

Gives Cragun House Fresh Paint  

In the years since Cragun House saw its last paint and 
exterior restoration, time and weather had taken its toll.  
Recently, the historical society and the community 
came together to ensure the house would be a survivor 
and continue to be one of Boone Countiesô exceptional 
treasures.  
After inspections and estimates, It was apparent the 
society needed to move quickly. Problem was we 
needed to find the money.  
Two years of fundraising and appeals followed that in-
cluded a swing dance, a legends of Boone County 
basketball event held at the old Lebanon gym, porch 
sales and grant funding helped to cover much of the 
cost. 
Today, the fresh color of Cragun House accents its 

handsome Queen Anne architectural style. Built in 

1896, the home will certainly survive another 100 plus 

years as the home of the Boone County Historical So-

ciety. 

Haunted Boone County Tour Coming 
 The Boone County Historical society in coop-

eration with area unsettled spirits, will offer a 

guided tour of neighborhood haunts. Following 

a creepy walk around Lebanon, a presentation 

of Boone County horrors will be held in Cragun 

House. Watch our facebook page for schedule. 

 

On Friday, March 9, 1883, one of the most blood-curdlingly foul 
murders in the annals of crime was committed on the southern 

border of Boone 
County. The victims 
were two aged and ut-
ter ly  defenseless 
women. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Foreman, 87, and her 
daughter, Lucinda Fore-
man, 57,who were 
found having been 
butchered with an ax. 

The probable motive was robbery, although the cut-throats found 
only five dollars at most. Though the slaying took place over a 
century ago the infamous account has been passed down 
through the generations and many residents of Boone County 
recall parents and grandparents relating the story in vivid detail. 
Because of its sanguinary cruelty and because no convictions 
were ever made in reparation for the ghastly Foreman murders. 



Newly  constructed Seashore pool at Memorial Park, Lebanon, 1937. Pictured just after com-

pletion, the park pool was built by WPA ( W orks Progress Administration laborers )  in 1936. 

 

From the Boone County History File 

Memorial Park playground and concession stand c1940. Sign on tree says: "No Bicycles Allowed 

in Playground Area." Notice roof deck on bandstand where concerts and entertainment were pre-

sented. 

Time to Renew Your Membership  
 

Find us on facebook at: Boone County Historical Society Indiana 
Email: cragunhouse@mymetronet.net 
Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org 

 

Please consider renewing your membership to the society today.  
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to 
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local 
history.  
Volunteer �± We are always happy to have help at our events.  May we add your e -mail ad-
dress to our volunteer contact list?  No obligation �± just an occasional e -mail, asking if 
�\�R�X�¶�U�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� 
 

Ccontact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society.  We are 
always glad to hear from our members.  To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom 
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues. 

 
Name(s): _____________________________________________________--________________________ 
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________-________________________ 
E-mail Address: _________________________________   Phone: ________________________________ 
Type of Membership:  ________Single ($20.00)  _ ________Family ($35.00) _________Lifetime ($110.00)  
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00)   _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00)  
 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund:  $ ________________ 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund:  $ ___________ 
�0�D�\���Z�H���O�L�V�W���\�R�X�U���Q�D�P�H���R�Q���R�X�U���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�V���D���³�)�U�L�H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�H�W�\�´�"����_____Yes     _____No 
________I/we are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities.  

 

LHS students from left: Marlyn Corbly, Suzan Is-
enhower and Deana Tanselle review the just pub-
lished 1958 high school yearbook on Lebanon St.  

Lebanon Cornet Band, 1890. Fourth from left is B. 
Frank Coombs, father of Mrs Fred (Esther) Donaldson. 
Bandstand was located on the old courthouse lawn. 


