
Pushmobile Races Around the Courthouse Square 

Racers round the turn at the southwest corner of Courthouse Square, July 4, 1912, as part of the 
courthouse dedication celebration. Buggies lined the square with women, men and children seen 
dressed in their finery on that memorable day. The afternoon race was won by Cecil Bell and Her-
man Whitehead, operating a “National.” Other team placings were Matthew Ashley and DeLou 
Burke in a National, 2nd Chester Garner and Charles Cassady in a Knox, 3rd; Merrill Gardner and 
Robert Ball, in a National 7, 4th; and Fred Smith and Charles Chaile in their Marmon 32, 5th. 
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Lebanon’s Memorial Park was once again 

the ideal setting for the fifth Lincoln’s 

Lebanon Civil War event presented by 
volunteers of the Boone County Historical 

Society. 

Perfect weather brought out hundreds of 

visitors who toured encampments and re-
bellion era displays.  

The Blue and the Gray faced off in the 

east meadow of Memorial Park with vari-

ous tactical maneuvers, charging, re-
treating and flanking each, while guns 

and cannon roared.  

Display programs included a field doctor 

played by Fred Schaffer, who demon-
strated an 1860’s amputation of a gun-

shot limb and a dour undertaker (Dr. Ben 

Lyford), preparing an unfortunate soldier 

for burial.  

It was a moving event when Abraham 

Lincoln (performed again this year by 

Randy Duncan), rode from his train car 
to the event site where he addressed 

the crowd. Lincoln shared his hopes for 

the end of the rebellion and wished the 

soldiers well.  
 

General Pickett, acted by Niles Clark, 

presented a narrative of civil war battles 

as told in letters of soldiers. Clark also 
sang poetic tales each afternoon before 

the re-enactors skirmished. 

 

The two day annual event is a major 
fundraiser for the historical society as 

well as a historical and educational pres-

entation for the community.   
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Time to Renew Your Membership 

 
 

Sco t l and  Road 

Bridge over Sugar 

Creek just after con-

struction in 1906. 

The bridge located 

on 200E, eight miles 

north of Lebanon, is 

also known as the 

Lost Road Bridge. It 

is on the National 

Register of Historic 

Places. The bridge 

is in disrepair and 

endangered. 

Its been a busy year around Cragun House, with porch sales, Lincoln’s Lebanon, our first swin-
dance and vintage fashion show and the society’s ongoing research for posting to our facebook 
page and website. We could not do it without you. You can help us by renewing your member-
ship today. 

Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to our general 
fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local history. 

Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events.  May we add your e-mail address to our 
volunteer contact list?  No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if you’re available. 

 
Please contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society.  We are always glad to 
hear from our members.  To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom section of this form, complete it and 
return with your membership dues. 

 

Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________ 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________ 
E-mail Address:_________________________________   Phone:________________________________ 
Type of Membership:  ________Single ($20.00)  _________Family ($35.00) _________Lifetime ($110.00) 
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00)   _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00) 
 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund:  $________________ 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund:  $___________ 
May we list your name on our website as a “Friend of the Society”?  _____Yes     _____No 
________I/we are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities. 

Find us on facebook at: Boone CountyHistoricalSocietyIndiana 
Email: cragunhouse@mymetronet.net 
Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org 

 
 

Why Have a Historical Society? 
 
 
Boone County’s earliest inhabitants brought their history with them in books, letters, 
images and story. For pioneers, settlement and survival were primary concerns and 
the collection and preservation of local history was not at all a priority. As the years 
and decades passed, Boone’s communities were making their own local history and 
the need for its preservation became clear. When Lebanon’s Carnegie Library was 
constructed in 1904, shelves were set aside for documents of local history. However, 
limitations of space at the library prevented the collecting of artifacts and historical do-
nations. With these donations having no place to go they returned to dusty attics, were 
given away, or sent to the landfill. Each town understood the need for establishing a 
historical society with a vision of preservation but it was through the efforts of two area 
historians John Herr and Ralph W. Stark that this vision came to be.  
 
The Boone County Historical Society was first founded in 1922 by John Herr, Ralph W. 
Stark and Mamie Clinger as directors. The society counted 52 active members at that 
time. This first group operated for a number of years collecting and preserving county 
history however; by the 1940’s it was no longer an active organization.  
In 1977, a new Boone County Historical Society was incorporated, again founded by 
Ralph W. Stark. It is this organization that continues today in its mission of preserving 
the history of Boone County.   
  

––From the historical society bylaws 
 

The general purpose of the society shall be:   

A.  The promotion of historical study and investigation, generally, but more spe-

cifically that pertaining to the State of Indiana, the county of Boone, the Cities, 

towns, villages, townships and other civil sub-divisions of Boone County.  

B.  To encourage the discovery, collection, organization, preservation, and if 

practicable, the publication of historical facts pertaining to the State of Indiana 

and to Boone County.  

C.  To ensure the preservation and protection of all Boone County historical 

landmarks and cemeteries.  

D.  To collect and preserve books, pamphlets, papers, genealogies, maps, pic-

tures, relics, manuscripts, letters, journals, field books, as well as any and all 

items of note which will describe or illustrate the social, religious, political, in-

dustrial or educational progress of the State of Indiana and Boone County, or 

any of the neighboring counties.  

E.  To protect and preserve tangible objects of Boone County history by, but not 

limited to, the establishment of a foundation for the purpose of receiving funds 

and property toward the goal of building a permanent structure to preserve such 

objects.  


