
Join or Renew Your Membership 
 

Please consider joining or renewing your membership to the Society today.  
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to 
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local 
history. 
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events.  May we add your e-mail ad-
dress to our volunteer contact list?  No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if 
you’re available. 
 

Contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society.  We are 
always glad to hear from our members.  To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom 
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues to PO Box 141, Leba-
non, IN  46052. 

 
Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________ 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________ 
E-mail Address:_________________________________   Phone:________________________________ 
Type of Membership:  ________Single ($25.00)  _________Family ($50.00)  _______Business ($100.00)    
 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund:  $________________ 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund:  $___________ 
________I/we are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities. 

Find our new Facebook page at Boone County Indiana Historical Society  
 
Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org 

 
New Society Facebook Page 

 
The Society has a new Facebook page!  Through a 
variety of circumstances, we had to discontinue 
use of our old page.  Somehow, our page did not 
upgrade correctly as Facebook made changes to 
its algorithms, and we could not effectively mi-
grate content to the newer version.  To find our 
new page, search “Boone County Indiana Histori-
cal Society” in Facebook’s search bar.  The old 
page will continue to be viewable, but we will not 
be maintaining it any more.  We look forward to 
seeing you on our new page! 

The Halloween Party at the Sugar Creek Art Center 
in October was a success.  Thank you to all who 
attended.  (Photo courtesy Jennifer Spall) 
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Welcome to a New Year 

Welcome to the year 2022!  The Boone 
County Historical Society is excited for the new 
year.  We hope to continue to build on our past suc-
cesses, but there are also a few new changes.   

First, please welcome the new board of di-
rectors: 

• Jennifer Spall, President 

• Jane Hammock, Vice President 

• Shirley Neal, Treasurer 

• Eric Spall, Secretary 

• Kathy Flanary 

• Andy Fulks 

• Cheryl Hancock 

• Mike Hancock 

• David Wines 

The board bid goodbye to former board 
members Guy Davis and Denise Fulks.  Guy, espe-
cially, had served the Society board for many years 
as a director and officer.  Thank you, Guy and Den-
ise, for your service. 

The annual meeting on December 12 was 
not well attended (due to unforeseen circumstances, 
the business portion of the meeting was postponed 
until January 4).  However, those who did attend 
appreciated Harley Sheets' postcard presentation.  
Thank you, Harley, for sharing your expertise. 

 

One of the biggest changes the board made for this 
year is to the membership dues.  The board voted to dis-
continue the lifetime membership option.  All members cur-
rently enrolled as lifetime members will retain that status, 
but no new lifetime memberships will be offered.  The board 
also voted to combine the business and corporate member-
ships into a single business membership option at $100 per 
membership.  Individual and family membership dues re-
main at $25 and $50 respectively. 

We are planning to again host our signature Lin-
coln’s Lebanon Civil War Reenactment at the end of Sep-
tember and the Halloween Party in October. 

Finally, we would like to put a call out to all our 
members—please let us know if you are interested in vol-
unteering to help with events or to organize programs.  The 
Society thrives when our members are active, so please let 
us know of any ways in which you are interested in helping. 
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Historical Society meeting at the Herr Cabin in Memorial Park, 
June 12, 1977.  (Courtesy Lebanon Public Library, 1000.1.4437 (181b)) 



 

Be a Historian:  Part V 
Eric Spall 

We have come at last to the final installment 
of our series on how to be a historian.  Along the 
way, we have examined how to frame research 
questions, the importance of primary sources and 
their differences from secondary sources, historiog-
raphy, and how to cite the sources you use.  Finally, 
we will discuss how to publish your work so that oth-
ers may access your research. 

The two ways to disseminate your work are to 
find a publisher or to self-publish.  Each have their 
own advantages and disadvantages that you should 
consider.  A publisher provides access to editing and 
formatting services and will take care of manufactur-
ing, marketing, and distribution.  Self-publishing al-
lows you to retain more control over the finished 
product, but you will have to bear the costs of print-
ing and distribution. 

If you want to publish through a traditional 
publisher, you first, of course, have to find a suitable 
one.  Different publishers have different standards 
and priorities, so you should find out what these are 
before sending in your submission.  Many publishers 
will have this information on their websites; if you are 
interested in publishing in a particular journal or mag-
azine, each issue may have information on how to 
submit articles.  Some publishers require the submis-
sion of printed manuscripts, but others may accept 
digital copies.  Pay close attention to the formatting 
requirements for both the main text and the source 
citations.  Also, check to see if the publisher accepts 
illustrations (you will likely be responsible for verify-
ing the copyright status of illustrations you want to 
use).   

The submission process takes time, so you 
must be patient.  Upon submission, the editor will 
read through your work to see if it fits the require-
ments of that particular publisher.  If the publisher 
uses a peer-review process, your submission will be 
sent on to anonymous reviewers (other experts in 
the field) who will provide feedback and recommend 
for or against publishing.  The editor will likely recom-
mend revisions based on this feedback (reviewers 
may find mistakes that need correcting or they may 
suggest that you address certain historiographical 
issues).  Odds are that these recommendations will 
strengthen your research, but don’t be intimidated—if 
you think a certain recommendation is out of line, 
you are welcome to argue your case.  After you have 
made the revisions based on the reviewers’ sugges-
tions, the editor will make the  final decision on ac-
ceptance.  If it is accepted, you will receive a con-
tract with all the terms of publication.  The manu-
script will go to the copy editor who will format the 
article or book as it will appear in print.  You should 
receive a proof copy, which will be your last chance 

to proofread and fix mistakes.  Once the proof is 
accepted, your work will be published. 

When published by a reputable publisher, 
your work will look professional and you will not 
have to worry about printing and distributing the 
work.  Plus you will have had the benefit of insights 
from other experts.  However, this comes at the 
cost of some control over your work.  You may be 
required to cut certain sections in order to fit the 
available space; the editor may alter your prose to 
conform to an in-house style-guide.  Also pay close 
attention in the contract to the copyright status of 
your work.  You may have to sign over copyright to 
the publisher, meaning that you cannot reprint it or 
make derivative works without the publisher’s per-
mission. 

If you choose to forego the benefits of a 
publisher in order to keep full control over your 
work, or if there are no publishers for whom your 
work is a fit (this can be an issue when publishing 
genealogical and local history research), then you 
can self-publish.  This can be as simple as printing 
out a newsletter or as complex as printing and 
binding a book or even creating your own website.  
When you self-publish, you retain control over the 
content of your work, but you do have to bear the 
cost of printing (if you choose to print) and market-
ing and distributing the final product. 

Whichever route you take, publishing your 
research is the exciting culmination of the process 
of writing history.   

Jewel Funkhouser researching in 1974.  
(Courtesy Lebanon Public Library, 
1000.1.4890) 

Share your history with us! 
 

Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the Boone County 
Historical Society Newsletter? Or maybe a topic you would like 
us to cover at a presentation to the public? Contact us at:  
PO BOX 141, Lebanon, Indiana  46052, or cragun-
house@mymetronet.net 

Tour Cragun House 
 

Take a step back to the late 19th cen-
tury with a tour of Cragun House. 
Built in 1893 by newspaper publisher 
and Lebanon school superintendent 
Strange Cragun, the home was gifted 
to the historical society by the Cragun 
family in 1988. 

 
 Bats Out of the Belfry 

 
For a while, a family of bats made its 
home in the attic of the Cragun House, 
but now, thanks to Ladybug Pest and 
Wildlife of Zionsville, the house is bat-
free.  In October and November last 
year, Ladybug set up a system that al-
lowed the bats to leave the house but 
not get back in.  They sealed up all the 
holes and cracks that could be used for 
re-entry and gave the attic a thorough 
cleaning.  There is still much work to be 
done before the attic can be made into a 
useable space, but this was a significant 
step in the Society’s effort to preserve 
this historic house.  The project was 
made possible in large part through a 
generous donation from the Estate of 
Karl Snepp, Jr. (Photo courtesy Mike Hancock) 


