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showing displeasure were by no means gentle
ones.
The red men had no scruples in regard to burning down the cabin which the pioneer had patiently erected or slaughtering men, women
and children, so that the pioneer’s life was one
of constant peril and watchfulness.
The men indeed were clad in skins and homespun, and their manners doubtless were uncouth; their speech was possibly reckless of
grammar yet the important fact is that they
were real men—heroic, dauntless, tried men.
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If you would like to purchase the book
“History of Boone County Indiana”
by Hon. L. M. Crist
contact the Boone County Historical Society
or visit the website at:
www.boonecountyhistorical.org/
bchsbookstore

Join or Renew Your Membership
Become a new member or renew your current membership. Or you may want to consider a separate donation to the Cragun House Restoration and Maintenance Fund
to help preserve this county treasure.
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events. May we add your information to our
volunteer contact list? No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if you’re available.
Complete the following and return with your membership dues to:
PO Box 141, Lebanon, IN 46052 or complete on-line at: www.boonecountyhistorical.org
Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________
E-mail Address:_________________________________ Phone:________________________________
Type of Membership: ________Single ($25.00) _________Family ($50.00) _______Business ($100.00)
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund: $________________
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund: $___________
________ I/we are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities.

Find our new Facebook page at Boone County Indiana Historical Society
Visit our website for upcoming events and stories: boonecountyhistorical.org
And you can always reach us by phone: 765-483-9414 or
Email: cragunhouse@mymetronet.net

“History of Boone County Indiana”
By Hon L. M Crist

(This is Part I of a continuing series)
“To write a history is but to commit to words in
type events as they have transpired, and to be
pure history, it must be colored as little as possible by the view or personal opinions or the writer.”
Crist, from Thorntown, Indiana wrote his history in
1914 consisting of 547 pages of Boone County
history with subjects ranging from “First Inhabitants” to “Boone County Cemeteries”. In his introduction Crist thanked the press of the county,
Strange N. Cragun and Ben F. McKey for their
assistance. He also paid tribute to Mr. Harden
and Mr. Spahr who wrote a history of Boone
County in 1887. Strange was the owner of the
Lebanon Patriot, which had begun life as The
Thorntown Evening Mail, before moving to Lebanon and combining with the Expositor. Strange
purchased the Patriot in 1914. Ben took control of
the Pioneer in 1876 after a long stormy history
beginning in 1851.

Part I will cover the early settlers of each township with a generalization of pioneers preceeding.
An Apotheosis of the Pioneers
It is a singular fact that general praise has not
been given to the American pioneers, or they
have been praised for services in wars rather than
for their conflicts with nature in forests and wilderness. It is true that certain classes of settlers have
been lauded sufficiently. We have heard much of
the hardships endured by the Pilgrim Fathers and
the New England Puritans.

It is time that a just meed of praise should be given to
all those men and women who went alone into the wilderness with ax and gun to make homes for themselves. We need to recognize that the contests of the
wilderness also required heroism. It should be recognized that to be able to trace back to any man who settled in the wilderness and recovered a few acres of
land from savages and beasts and an untilled condition
is to gave an honorable pedigree.
Let us consider what it meant to be a pioneer in the
early days of America. There were then no steamships
to make brief and relatively safe voyages. He found a
land of forests, filled with wild beasts and savage red
men. They had no weapons save the gun and ax. They
were exposed to heat and cold, rain and snow, until
they erected their cabins. Consider the amount of force
and muscle required to hewn down one tree. We are
prepared to realize that it was no slight task for each
pioneer to cut enough logs to build even the rudest
cabin.
The pioneer had no food ready to hand, but he need
search for it with his gun. He must seek the deer and
bear and carry their carcasses to his cabin upon his
own shoulder. He was compelled to cut away the multitude of trees in order to make a place in which he
might sow some of the nourishing grains which he had
brought. He scratched the surface between the stumps
for the deposit of the seeds for his future harvest. He
was compelled to defend his little fields from hordes of
squirrels, raccoons, flocks of birds and all manner of
enemies.
In the midst of these labors he was exposed to attack
by savage beast such as panthers, bears and venomous snakes, lurking everywhere. The land was occupied by the aboriginal tribes and these were naturally
opposed to the invasion of their country by the white
people, and their methods of (Continued on page 8)
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About the Boone County Historical Society
Why do we exist and what exactly do we do?
The Boone County Historical Society was first organized in October 1923. It was active into the early 1930’s but
went dormant until 1977 when Ralph W. Stark, who was the Society’s first secretary, led a reorganization. We
are governed by a board of directors and operate out of the historic and beloved Cragun House located in Lebanon, IN which was acquired in 1988.
BCHS is a not for profit organization dedicated to the preservation of Boone County history.
1. We promote historical study and investigation generally, but more particularly, that pertaining to the State
2. of Indiana, Boone County, Lebanon, the towns, villages, townships, and other civil sub-divisions of Boone
County;
3. We encourage the discovery, collection, organization, preservation, and, if practicable, the publication of
historical facts pertaining to the State of Indiana and to Boone County;
4. We insure the preservation and protection of all historical landmarks and cemeteries, to the extent possible;
5. We collect and preserve books, pamphlets, papers, genealogies, maps, pictures, relics, manuscripts, letters, journals, field books, as well as any and all items of note which will describe or illustrate the social,
religious, political, industrial or educational progress of the State of Indiana and Boone County, or any of
the neighboring counties;
6. We protect and preserve tangible objects of Boone County history by, but not limited to, the establishment
of a foundation for the purpose of receiving funds and property toward the goal of building a permanent
structure to preserve such objects.
What do we offer?
•
•
•
•
•

A facility for gatherings: showers, meetings (we have WIFI), piano recitals,
celebrations!
Tours of the historic Cragun House and it’s period contents.
Programs including the annual Lebanon’s Lincoln Civil War Reenactment.
A research library, and an on-line book store.
An opportunity to volunteer.

Celebrate your love of Boone County history and contact us!!

Share your history with us!
Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the
Boone County Historical Society Newsletter, on our Website,
or on our Facebook page? Maybe a topic you would like
covered at a presentation to the public? Contact us via:
PO Box 141, Lebanon, IN 46052; cragunhouse@mymetronet.net;
Or through our website: www.boonecountyhistorical.org/contact-us

Tour the Cragun House Today!
Take a step back to the late 19th century with a
tour of the Cragun House. Built in1893 by newspaper
publisher and Lebanon school superintendent
Strange Cragun. This amazing piece of history
was gifted to the historical society
by the Cragun family in 1988.
Call: 765-483-9414
Email: cragunhouse@mymetronet.net
or fill out the Tour Agreement form on our
Website: www.boonecountyhistorical/tour.org

More Than Boone County
Boone’s Biggest Natural Disaster

Shirley Neal

Eric Spall

On Palm Sunday, April 11, 1965, Indiana was one of six
Midwest states to be raked by deadly tornadoes. In all,
47 tornadoes killed 271 people and injured over 1,500.
This was the fourth deadliest tornado outbreak in U.S.
history and the deadliest of all Indiana outbreaks.

On April 11, 1965, the weather forecast was not good. Storms had been anticipated for much of the
day, but these warnings could not prepare the people of Boone County for the impending disaster.
Being Palm Sunday, a choir was performing Handel’s Messiah at a church in downtown Lebanon; as
they sang, the tornado struck. First hitting ground near Crawfordsville in Montgomery County at 6:50
PM, the cyclone moved quickly across Boone County, striking Dover and then turning northeast, passing between Lebanon and Elizaville before entering Hamilton County and finally dissipating near Arcadia. Along its path, the cyclone hurled cars from the road, obliterated buildings, knocked down over
seven miles of power lines, and claimed many lives. The tornado that struck Boone County was just
one of several cyclones that savaged the Midwest that day, killing hundreds of people, including 23 in
Boone County.

In Indiana, 137 people were killed and over 1,200 injured
by ten tornadoes during the late afternoon and evening
hours that day.
One of the most violent tornadoes occurred at Midway
Trailer Court near Goshen. A second tornado struck
minutes later near Goshen at Rainbow Lake. Another
tornado formed just south of South Bend and tracked to
just south of Elkhart. This tornado killed 45 in the town of
Dunlap and 33 of those killed were at a trailer park.
Other Northern Indiana locations hit by tornadoes included
Lapaz, Koontz Lake, Wyatt, Wakarusa and Wanatah.

Massive double-funnel tornado near Dunlap,
Indiana between Goshen and Elkhart. (Photo
courtesy of Paul Huffman of the Elkhart Truth)

At least four tornadoes swept through Central Indiana during the
evening between Indianapolis, Lafayette and Fort Wayne. One
touched down just southeast of Lafayette and moved to near
Moran.
Another formed near Middlefork, destroyed much of Russiaville
and Alto and passed across the southern part of Kokomo, through
Greentown, and into southern parts of Marion before dissipating
near Arcana. The tornado reformed near Roll and passed through
Berne before leaving Indiana.
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Multiple tornadoes were seen near Kokomo, Marion and Berne. The last tornado struck just southeast of
Crawfordsville, moved north of Lebanon and through Sheridan before it lifted between Cicero and Arcadia.
All these tornadoes occurred during the late afternoon and early evening on a balmy Palm Sunday. Tornado
Watches or Tornado Forecasts as they were called at the time were out well in advance. Tornado warnings
were also considered excellent. Many people did not receive the
Source—US National Weather Service
warnings, because they were outside.
Indianapolis, IN

JOIN US!
Thursday, May 11
6:30—7:45 PM
Lebanon Public Library, upstairs meeting room
Meet author

Janis Thornton
As she speaks about her book
“The 1965 Palm Sunday Tornadoes in Indiana”

Learn more about this historic natural disaster.

In the immediate aftermath of the storm, Boone County Sheriff Jim McConnaha took control of emergency operations. He summoned all of his office’s deputies and called the governor to request he
dispatch the National Guard (in fact, before calling the governor, McConnaha had first called some
acquaintances at the Danville National Guard to let them know to expect the governor’s order), which
request was granted. The deputies and the Guard helped search for missing persons but were also
stationed at various intersections along the tornado’s path to keep out sight-seers and looters. Meanwhile, to coordinate their activities (in addition to the sheriff’s office and the National Guard, the State
Police and local fire departments were involved), McConnaha established a command post, which he
called the Communications Center or Communications Control, in the courthouse and set up a room in
the basement of the jail for the media.
But members of official offices were not the only ones to take part in the relief efforts. As so often
happens in times of tragedy, the emergency brought the community together. Scores of volunteers
scoured the county searching for missing persons, in the process likely saving the lives of many
victims who would otherwise have succumbed to their injuries. The Boone County Chapter of the Red
Cross established a tornado fund to raise money for relief and rehabilitation (damage in the county was
estimated at over $1 million). J. J. Robinson, county agricultural agent, coordinated a clean-up
operation that Friday and Saturday in which volunteers, in cooperation with various government
agencies and the local Civil Defense, cleaned up the debris. Many people were eager to help their
neighbors–in fact, within two weeks the Red Cross had received so many donations of clothing and
furniture that they requested people to stop donating such items because they did not have enough
room to store them before they could be distributed. Help also came from outside the county. For
example, the Chamber of Commerce of Jacksonville, Texas, shipped about 30,000 pounds of food
and clothes to Lebanon.
The Palm Sunday disaster highlighted the urgency of installing a countywide weather alert system. At
that time, the local Civil Defense agency would send out spotters when severe weather was anticipated; these would notify local authorities if they saw tornadoes. However, that day the storm knocked
out electrical power, which, combined with a glut of activity on emergency radio channels, prevented
the efficient spread of the warning.
To this day the Palm Sunday 1965 tornado remains the worst natural disaster
in Boone County’s history.
1. “Area Still Being Searched for Missing Persons While Police Check for Looting,” Lebanon Reporter, April 12, 1965.
2. Bob Johns, Palm Sunday 1965 in Central Indiana (Garland, TX: Weather Graphics, 2014), 7-8; “It Will Take a Long Time
to Forget in Boone County,” Reporter, April 14, 1965.
3. “Palm Sunday Plus One Year–The Memory Lingers On,” Reporter, April 6, 1966.
4. Jim McConnaha, interview by Eric Spall, September 29, 2014, Oral Histories, Special Collections, Ralph W. Stark Heritage
Center, Lebanon Public Library, Lebanon, IN.
5. “Tragedy Hits County,” Reporter, April 12, 1965.
6. “Red Cross Offers Aid to Stricken Storm Victims,” Reporter, April 13, 1965; “Red Cross Tornado Fund is Established,”
Reporter, April 14, 1965.

A National Home in Northfield Village, Lebanon

Photos courtesy
of the Lebanon
Reporter

Full page ad for an open house promoting a new
National Homes model at 916 N East St, Lebanon.
Lebanon Reporter Oct 23, 1952

Homes built in the Lafayette factory were erected
on lots in Northfield Village and along Park Drive.
Some were also assembled in the Glendale
development on Lebanon’s northeast side and on
Noble St.
National Homes headquarters were in Lafayette,
Indiana. National Homes built prefabricated and
modular houses, apartments, mobile classroom
units, and mobile homes. It also offered financing
and insurance to its buyers.

Photo c. 1949

National Homes prefabricated housing could be erected
in two to five weeks. In 1948, a two bedroom
National Homes bungalow cost $5,750, with $300

Remember when Northfield Shopping Center looked like this?

Paul Harris, Danners, Kroger’s, Hook’s c. 1968

