Message from the
President
We are rapidly approaching our
Annual Lincoln’s Lebanon event,
September 25 & 26. Please put
this on your calendar and watch
for our announcement request for
volunteers to help man the BCHS
booth. Also, visit our webpage and
help us contact local vendors to
participate. If you can, attend our
August 3 meeting. We will be voting on by-law changes and would
like input from members. Our
board meetings on the first Tuesday of each month are open to
members. Feel free to drop by.

Proposed Amendments
to the Society’s By-Laws
Earlier this year, the board formed a
committee to review the Society’s bylaws. The committee has determined
that it is advisable to amend the bylaws to better reflect how the Society is
functioning and to meet the necessities
of the 21st century (such as conducting
meetings remotely—a problem brought
to the fore by the COVID-19 pandemic)
and has proposed several amendments. The board will vote on these
changes at the August board meeting.
The proposed changes can be viewed
on
our
website
(www.boonecountyhistorical.org).
Please let us know if you have any
comments or concerns.

Time to Join or Renew Your Membership
Please consider joining or renewing your membership to the Society today.
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local
history.
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events. May we add your e-mail address to our volunteer contact list? No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if
you’re available.
Contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society. We are
always glad to hear from our members. To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues to PO Box 141, Lebanon, IN 46052.
Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________
E-mail Address:_________________________________ Phone:________________________________
Type of Membership: ________Single ($25.00) _________Family ($50.00) _________Lifetime ($125.00)
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00) _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00)
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund: $________________
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund: $___________
May we list your name on our website as a “Friend of the Society”? _____Yes _____No
________I/we are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities.

Find us on Facebook at: Boone County Historical Society Indiana
Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org
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New Book Supports the Boone
County Historical Society
Erin Herr has contributed a new entry in the library of Boone County history. The Cabin is a
short work focusing on stories about the Herr
family in the late 19th century when they lived
on a small homestead in Perry Township.
Moved to Memorial Park in Lebanon in the
1930s, that cabin is now known as the Herr
Cabin. Mrs. Herr has also generously offered
to donate all profits from the sale of her book to
the Boone County Historical Society, an offer
for which we are very grateful. Copies of The
Cabin may be purchased at Amazon.com.

Book Review

By Eric Spall, County Historian
The Herr Cabin in Memorial Park is one of Lebanon’s signature landmarks. Yet, though it is one of the
oldest structures in Lebanon, it is not original to the
city, having been first built in Perry Township by Nicholas Yount around 1840 and then given to the James
Hill Chapter of the DAR for use as a meeting space by
Abigail Herr in 1935, at which time it was moved to
Memorial Park. The Cabin tells the story of this building and the family for whom it is named. The introduction covers the history of the cabin and the Herrs. The
subsequent chapters are more aptly considered
“creative nonfiction” than straight history. In them,
Herr recounts many stories passed down through generations about life in the late 19th century, though she
takes some literary license, altering the chronology of
events to fit within the timeframe of the narrative. In
these stories, she illustrates the daily lives of her family’s ancestors, highlighting their cares, concerns, values, and pleasures. Numerous family photographs
and plans of both the cabin and the homestead complement the text.
The Cabin is a charming little book. Because many
of the stories focus on the activities of the family’s children, it should appeal to younger readers and help
them connect to the past. Parents and teachers could
use them to encourage children to reflect on the ways
in which their own lives are similar to and different
from those of children over a century ago. And it
should interest students of Boone County’s history.
With content and a writing style reminiscent of Laura
Ingalls Wilder, The Cabin could appropriately have
been subtitled “A Little House in the State of Boone.”
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Pharmacies in Lebanon
Jane Hammock

In the 1893 Lebanon city directory, Alva
T. Masters is listed as a clerk and Milford Campbell is listed as a druggist. This directory did not
specify the names of businesses, but this must
have referred to the Campbell and Masters Drug
Store. The 1900 directory lists Campbell and
Masters at 112 N Lebanon Street, with Masters
as the druggist. The directory also lists six other
pharmacists living in Lebanon.
In the 1909 plat of Lebanon, there is a
drug store listed at 112 N Lebanon Street. A
photo gallery is listed on the second floor
(accessed by the stairway which was open to
the sidewalk level). This studio is identified as
Harvey’s in the 1916 Lebanon Directory. Ralph
Stark stated in one of his writings that the building at 112 N Lebanon Street was built in 1859 by
George and Al Coombs. The south building on
the block (the old Union Federal Building) was
built in 1865 and the old Ellis building was built
in 1870.
The 1916 Lebanon directory lists several
drug stores. The directory featured advertisements for some of the stores, including lists of
products, though these do not provide much detail about prescriptions. One of the advertisements does show a man looking through a microscope. The stores listed are:
• Nobes Drug Store, 121 West Main
• Oak Drug Store (A. T. Masters and Charles
Mitchell), 112 North Lebanon
• Combs Drug Store, 106 South Lebanon
• Wimborough and Akerman (L. J. Akerman
and George K. Wimborough), 118 North Lebanon
In 1926, the City Drug Store is listed on
South Lebanon Street, and the entry for Oak
Drug Store lists A. T. Masters only. Wimborough and Akerman is still at 118 North Lebanon
Street.
In 1930, Oak Drug Store was again listed
as before. By this time, Wimborough had left his
parternship with Akerman, and Akerman had renamed the store the store at 118 North Lebanon
to Star Drug Store, with J. Akerman as druggist
and R. D. Akerman as store manager. L. J.
Akerman’s son, Robert Delue, had also joined
the business. Mitchell had left the Oak Drug
Store and moved to the Nobes Drug Store,

along with Otto Hammond. Together they renamed the business Hammond and Mitchell.
Hammond died in 1935, and the store became
known as Mitchell and Berry in 1944. Melvin’s
Pharmacy is listed at the intersection of Lebanon and South Streets, and Cason’s Drug
Store is shown on South Meridian Street. The
City Drug Store had been purchased by
Haag’s and moved to the Higgins Block on the
northeast corner of Main and Meridian Streets.
By 1936, it appears that the Oak Drug
Store was also commonly known as Akerman
Drugs. Masters had retired, and L. J. and R.
D. were both listed as druggists, with Ruth
Akerman working as a clerk in the store. The
upstairs (the old Harvey studio) was empty.
The 1939 directory shows little change
in Lebanon’s pharmacy community over 1936.
The Akerman family still ran Akerman Drugs,
Masters was still retired (living at 304 East
Washington), Haag’s was still in the Higgins
Block, Mitchell and Berry was still at 121 West
Main, and the Star Drug Store (also known as
the Rexall Drug Store) was still at 118 North
Lebanon.
The Akermans were active in the Lebanon community, even outside of their pharmaceutical business. L. J. was the first president
of the local Chamber of Commerce and a
charter member of the Lebanon Rotary Club in
1920. R. D. (known as Delue) also served
terms as president of the Chamber of Commerce in 1942 and 1953. When the local Kiwanis Club restarted in 1953, Delue was one
of the re-chartering members and served as
club president in 1958.
The building home to Akerman’s drug
store has undergone changes over the years.
In March of 1990, the Lebanon Reporter reported that Bill Noland, ,Ross Pauley, and Roy
Isenhour were repainting the building a purple
or plum color. In August of 1993, the wooden
façade was removed from the neighboring Gift
Barn.
Of the foregoing pharmacies, Akerman’s is the only one yet in operation. Now
known as Cowan’s, the business also operates a branch location, Parkside Pharmacy, on
the north side of the city.
Some Lebanon
drug stores
from the 1912
directory.

Share your history with us!
Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the Boone County
Historical Society Newsletter? Or maybe a topic you would like
us to cover at a presentation to the public? Contact us at:
PO BOX 141, Lebanon, Indiana 46052, or boonecountyhistory@gmail.com

Tour Cragun House
Take a step back to the late 19th century with a tour of Cragun House.
Built in 1893 by newspaper publisher
and Lebanon school superintendent
Strange Cragun, the home was gifted
to the historical society by the Cragun
family in 1988.

Lincoln’s Lebanon Returns

This year we are trying a new
fundraising campaign for Lincoln’s LebAfter cancelling last year’s anon and are offering sponsorship opportunities so that everyone, regardless
event due to the pandemic, we are of their economic situation, can enjoy
excited to announce that Lincoln’s this event. Please consider one of our
Lebanon will return this September sponsorship levels that best suits you,
25 and 26! Once more, Memorial your organization, or your business. To
Park will become a scene of battle request additional information please
as two armies clash in one of the contact BCHS at 765-483-9414. BCHS
most important conflicts in United is a 501(c)3 organization, so all contributions are tax-deductible.

States history. Reenactors interpreting both Confederate and Union
soldiers will make camp and demonstrate the daily lives of Johnny Reb
and Billy Yank. A field surgeon will
demonstrate how doctors worked to
save lives during the war and an
embalmer will discuss what happened after death. As well, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United
States, and Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States, will
both make an appearance. There
will be refreshments, live music, and
a camp dance Saturday evening.
The event will be free to the public!
We look forward to seeing you at
Lincoln’s Lebanon.

Presenting sponsor (no more available) $2500: Name & logo on all printed
event materials (flyers, brochures, pamphlets, or programs). Name and logo on
any event signage. Name and logo
(linked) on the event page of the BCHS
website identifying you as the presenting sponsor. Shoutouts on any received
media coverage (news, radio, tv), if any.
Our gratitude and a Thank You certificate. The event will be known as
"Lincoln’s Lebanon presented by
SPONSOR NAME and BCHS"

Star Drug Store, c. 1922. This store was later known as Haags Drug Store and the Corner Drug
Store. Courtesy Lebanon Public Library, Photographs-Business-61 [1000.1.237]

Gold $500: Name on all printed event
materials (flyers, brochures, pamphlets,
or programs). Name and logo (linked to
your website) on the event page of the
BCHS website. Our gratitude and a
Thank You certificate.
Silver $250: Name on all printed event
materials (flyers, brochures, pamphlets,
or programs). Our gratitude and a
Thank you certificate.
Bronze $100: Our gratitude and a
Thank You certificate.
Akerman’s Drug Store, c. 1935. Courtesy Lebanon Public Library, Photographs-Business-141
[1000.1.314)

Lincoln’s Lebanon, 2019. Courtesy Eric Spall

Be a Historian: Part III

Eric Spall
In our last issue, we examined the different types of sources that historians use in their
research. Primary sources, created at the time
of an event, usually by participants or witnesses,
are the foundation of historical research. Secondary sources, such as books, journal articles,
blogposts, and documentaries, are usually written after the events or time period being studied,
and typically tell stories or make arguments
based on primary sources. Though the conclusions you make in your own research should be
based on primary sources as much as possible,
it is important to familiarize yourself with the secondary sources pertaining to your topic. This is
historiography, or the study of the study of history.
Historiography is the discipline of determining how other historians have written about a
particular topic, how interpretations have
changed over time, and identifying various,
sometimes competing, schools of thought.
For example, consider the Lancashire
Cotton Famine of the early 1860s during which
many British textile mills closed due to a shortage of cotton brought about by the American
Civil War. The earliest histories of the event basically chronicle the facts of the event and, having been written in the immediate aftermath, do
not address the long-term consequences.
These early histories disagree on the ultimate
cause of the famine: one says it was overproduction in the years before the war, another
says it was overreliance on a single source of
raw cotton. But the early ones do agree that the
event was a crisis for British textile workers who
showed exemplary qualities in enduring these
hardships and maintained their support for the
Union cause against the Confederacy, even
though this contributed to the famine.
Later historians were able to analyze the
mid– and long-term impacts of the famine and
note the impact of the event on poor-relief laws
and the search for alternative sources of cotton.
Also, in contrast to the earliest histories, some
later historians argued that the hardships produced by the famine have been greatly exaggerated. Other historians refute the narrative promoted by the early histories that Lancashire
workers gave strong support for the Union and
argue that many actually favored intervention on

the side of the confederacy—yet even later
historians dispute this revisionary analysis.
All of this is to say that the way historians have approached research on the Cotton
Famine has changed much over time—and
this holds true for most, if not all, historical research topics. Reviewing the historiography of
a subject gives you a good grounding in the
secondary literature and helps familiarize yourself with many of the facts about the topic at
hand. It will also help you distinguish your
own research, which is important if you plan
on publishing your work—publishers, and the
public, may be more interested if your work
does not just cover the same ground that others have trod. In the historiography, look for
gaps in the literature—what aspects of the topic have been overlooked? Are there any interpretations that you specifically want to support
or refute? Are there other perspectives that
will enhance our understanding of the subject?
Historiography enables you to position your
work relative to the work that has been done
before.
To provide a more local example, consider the Lebanon Public Library. In 2015-16,
I conducted extensive research on the library’s
history. Though the project was based on primary research in the archives of both the Lebanon Library and the Indiana State Library, I
began by finding and reading all the secondary
sources that I could. There were no booklength treatments of the institution’s history
(historians often refer to books focusing on
single, specialized topics as monographs), but
there were a handful of newspaper articles,
usually written for an anniversary celebration,
and a few sections in other local history books.
Several things became apparent from this review: 1) these histories mostly focused on the
history of the library building (when it was built
and renovated); 2) they were insular, concerned just with the library’s place in Lebanon
rather than the broader world of Indiana libraries. Now, these narrow treatments are likely
the result of the very medium in which they
were produced—short-form newspaper articles do not allow much space to thoroughly
treat a subject. Nonetheless, this did point to
various aspects of the library’s history that had
not been previously covered and so were topics that I wanted to treat.
Covering in greater detail the history of

the library as an entity distinct from its building—its organization and management and
the many services it has provided—would
largely be a matter of primary research, but
to situate the library’s history within the history of public libraries in general, I had to do
more secondary reading. I found several
books that discussed the history of American
public libraries in general and Carnegie libraries in particular. While these works had nothing to do with Lebanon directly, they did help
me understand the environment in which Lebanon’s library developed and operated. This
reading also opened my eyes to a variety of
themes to look for in my primary research.
Though I had hoped to publish a book
about the library, a variety of circumstances
prevented it. However, an abridged version
of the work was published on the library’s
website—and itself forms a part of the library’s historiography. A future historian of
the Lebanon Public Library may one day turn
to it, take note of aspects or interpretations
that I did not address, and from there write a
new study in the ever iterative process of history.

Janice West researching in old newspapers, 1974.
Courtesy Lebanon Public Library (PhotographsNegatives-574; 1000.1.4830)

When Lebanon Went
“Footloose”
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