
Time to Renew Your Membership 
 

Please consider renewing your membership to the society today.  
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to 
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local 
history. 
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events.  May we add your e-mail ad-
dress to our volunteer contact list?  No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if 
you’re available. 
 

Contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society.  We are 
always glad to hear from our members.  To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom 
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues to PO Box 141, Leba-
non, IN  46052. 

 
Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________ 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________ 
E-mail Address:_________________________________   Phone:________________________________ 
Type of Membership:  ________Single ($25.00)  _________Family ($50.00) _________Lifetime ($125.00) 
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00)   _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00) 
 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund:  $________________ 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund:  $___________ 
May we list your name on our website as a “Friend of the Society”?  _____Yes     _____No 
________I/we are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities. 

Find us on Facebook at: Boone County Historical Society Indiana  
 
Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org 

Message from the  
President 

As we begin a new year, we hope things will settle 
down and we can have our fundraisers: Legends 
Basketball Game, summer garage sale, Lincoln's 
Lebanon (September 24 and 25, 2021) and our 
Holiday Open House and Bazaar. Remember the 
Cragun House can be rented for your bridal and 
baby showers, small parties, and office meetings. 
(Please check with us for current health depart-
ment meeting regulations) And yearly dues are 
currently due. Please make a donation to BCHS, 
as we, like all non-profits, are struggling with 
funds due to the pandemic.  Sincerely, Jane Ham-
mock, President 

Holiday Bazaar 
The Boone County Historical Society’s 

Holiday Bazaar on November 22 was a resound-
ing success.  Local vendors filled the gymnasium 
at the Boone County Boys & Girls Club, while 
across the street we hosted our own rummage 
sale and encouraged visitors to explore the Cra-
gun House.  After expenses, we raised $1,038  to 
help us in our mission to preserve and share the 
history of Boone County.  Thank you to the ven-
dors, our volunteers, and all the visitors who made 
this event a success. 

Some New Years of Yester-
year 

Witt Bros. Shoe Store, Lebanon.  Lebanon 
Pioneer, 01/03/1895, p. 1 

The Westons lived in or near Zionsville.  Lebanon 
Patriot, 01/03/1910, p. 4 
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A Letter Home 
  Excerpt from a letter addressed to William Cobb, 
Whitestown, Indiana, in Civil War Letters:  Cobb, 
Special Collections, Ralph W. Stark Heritage Cen-
ter, Lebanon Public Library.  Spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation have been left unedited.  
 
Stuarts Creek Tenn may 7/63 
Dear friends 

I have been awaiting a letter from home 
but still none comes.  I recieved two letters from 
home during the last month both came at once, 
I would like to hear from home each week.  We 
are as anxious to hear from home as you are to 
hear from us.  Please dont forget  us. 

We have been paid again my pay now 
is one hundred and thirty dollars per month.  I 
did not send any home as I thought unless you 
had a place to put it I might just as well keep it 
here I loaned out $60 bought a watch for $30 I 
have the best watch in the Regt after getting 
some clothing setling up my servants and grub 
bill I have a hundred dollars on hand which I will 
keep on hand unless you want it. 

Yesterday I sent Billy to Nashville to get 
his picture and other things he  wanted.  he re-
turns tomorrow morning.  We are all in fine 
health my weight is now 170lbs Billy looks bet-
ter than ever you saw him as you will say when 
you see his picture.  his face is red and flush 
not pale and ashy as when at home.  If you was 
not so busy I would like for you to come and 
see us.  If you have time to come, come and I 
will pay all expenses it would be a great satis-
faction for mother to have you come and see 
us.  I will send Jacob home at first opportunity.  

 

My company is now sixty six men for duty only two 
others in the Regt larger and none better.  I have good 
and fine discipline no trouble or hard feeling exists in 
the company.  We have fine weather and nice camp 
and if we remain here much longer I think we will stay 
till we quit soldiering.  Our boys have a good time 
swimming and fishing as the creek passes directly 
through our lines. We have not been troubled any by 
scouting rebels for some time past but we dont know 
when they may dash in upon us and give us some-
thing to do. 

I have not heard from the over coats I sent yet 
one for myself one for Billy and one for Ab Smith.  
Lieut Jones has been for the last month commanding 
Co I. but yesterday returned to the company now I 
have my help again, Lieut Smith is with me though is 
excused from duty in the company, and is Provost 
Marhal [Marshal] for the Regt 

I have had no word from Uncle Abe for a long 
time.  we have good news from Hooker in Virginia.  I 
would like to hear from you oftener as we get very 
hungry for a letter from home before it gets here 

Dont forget the boys in the army, 
  Your trio boys 
   Very respectfully 
    Thomas A. Cobb.  
 
Thomas Cobb was an officer in Co. A, 10th Indi-

ana Regiment; he entered as a 1st lieutenant and was 
later promoted to captain.  Billy and Jacob probably 
are Cobb’s younger brothers, William F. and Jacob S. 
Cobb, both also of Company A, who served as fifer 
and drummer respectively.  Ab Smith may have been 
1st Lieutenant Abner W. Smith, and Lieut Jones may 
have been Martin T. Jones, who would die at the Bat-
tle of Chickamauga just a few months later. 
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Facebook Problem Resolved 
 

We have successfully resolved the prob-
lem with our Facebook page and are again able 
to access it.  We apologize once more for any 
inconvenience this may have caused.  If you 
submitted any inquiries via our Facebook page 
and have not heard back from us, please resend 
them and we will respond as soon as possible. 

 

Be a Historian 
Eric Spall 

 
What is a historian?  One who studies 

history.  And what is history?  That which hap-
pened in the past.  For my part, I tend to focus 
on history as driven by human interactions, 
though, as the phrase “natural history” demon-
strates, the field extends well beyond the human 
element.  Indeed, where there is change, there 
is history.   

And just as history encompasses numer-
ous topics, so too does it provoke numerous re-
sponses in people.  For some, it is a curiosity.  
For others, it is a driving passion.  Some find it 
just plain dull, and there may even be those who 
consider it irrelevant—though that does not 
make it so.  One thing history is not is escapa-
ble.  The events of the past can have wide-
spread consequences, some of which may be 
felt for generations.  Furthermore, these conse-
quences are impactful whether or not we are 
aware of them.  Informing ourselves about histo-
ry thus helps us to understand our present, the 
better to chart our course into the nebulous fu-
ture. 

The role of a historian is to investigate the 
past.  Historians gather evidence to determine 
what happened, who did it, why it was done, and 
the impact it had.  Sometimes this can be a 
daunting task.  Many historians spend years at 
school training in the discipline, but, really, any-
one can be a historian.  I am not suggesting that 
the time and effort spent in masters and doctoral 
history programs are wasted.  The value of 
these programs lies in students’ exposure to di-
verse points of view, deep dives into subjects of 
interest, guidance from experts, and lots of prac-
tice in research and writing.  Rather, I mean that, 
while completing a degree program helps pre-
pare one to be a historian, it is not a prerequisite 

for contributing to the study of history.  Indeed, 
much fine historical work has been done by lay 
historians without much formal training in the 
discipline. All it takes is interest, the willing-
ness to work hard, and an awareness of a few 
key concepts.  In this series, I will introduce 
some of the principles informing quality histori-
cal scholarship so that you, too, can embark 
on your own research project confident in your 
ability to add to our shared body of historical 
knowledge. 

To begin, select your subject:  What do 
you want to research?  Thinking carefully 
about your topic will help you define the scope 
of your project which in turn will help you plan 
your approach to your research.  For example, 
suppose you are researching the history of 
your house.  That seems, on its face, to be a 
narrowly defined topic, but it can be further re-
fined—are you primarily interested in its archi-
tectural history (when it was built and what 
changes were made to the structure itself)?  
Do you mainly want to know about who lived 
there?  Or are you searching for particular 
events that happened at the house?   

On the other hand, what if you select a 
broader topic such as the history of your city or 
town?  Will you focus on tracing its develop-
ment as a political entity, with an emphasis on 
the development of its government or on lead-
ing figures and their impacts?  Are you most 
concerned about its economic history and re-
cording the businesses and industries that op-
erated in the area?  Or perhaps you want to 
explore its social history, that is, who lived in 
the community and what were their lifestyles 
and values?   

You can, of course, address all of these 
questions in your project, but precisely defin-
ing your inquiry will help organize your search; 
a well defined question will make it easier to 
predict which resources are most likely to have 
the information you need.  It will also help you 
make the most out of visits to libraries and ar-
chives because the more precisely you frame 
your question, the more efficiently librarians 
and archivists can locate the sources most rel-
evant to your project.   

Don’t be afraid to reevaluate your initial 
topic or question after you start your research.  
Keep in mind that the narrower the topic, the 
fewer resources their may be, and the broader 
the topic the more challenging it may be to or-

Share your history with us! 
 

Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the Boone County 
Historical Society Newsletter? Or maybe a topic you would like 
us to cover at a presentation to the public? Contact us at:  
PO BOX 141, Lebanon, Indiana  46052!  

Tour Cragun House 
 

Take a step back to the late 19th cen-
tury with a tour of Cragun House. 
Built in 1893 by newspaper publisher 
and Lebanon school superintendent 
Strange Cragun, the home was gifted 
to the historical society by the Cragun 
family in 1988. 

 ganize everything into a coherent whole, so 
you may find it beneficial  to narrow or broad-
en your inquiry.  You may also find it neces-
sary to significantly reframe your question.  
For example, a paper I wrote for a research 
seminar in graduate school started with the 
question “Why didn’t the Americans hire mer-
cenaries to help in their fight for independ-
ence from Great Britain?”  But early on in my 
research I realized that, though they didn’t 
hire large auxiliary units like the British did 
with the Hessians and other German princi-
palities, the numerous European officers wel-
comed into the ranks of the Continental Army 
fit the model of 18th century European mili-
tary mercenary practice, so I recast my ques-
tion from “why didn’t they use mercenaries” to 
“how did they justify their use of these individ-
uals in light of their assertion that the employ-
ment of foreign mercenaries by Great Britain 
was one of the grievances compelling the col-
onies’ separation from the mother coun-
try?”  (This paper was ultimately published in 
the Spring 2014 issue of Early American 
Studies, University of Pennsylvania Press, 

under the title “Foreigners in the Highest 
Trust:  American Perceptions of European 
Mercenary Officers in the Continental Army.”) 

Selecting your topic is, of course, only 
the beginning of your journey—a journey 
which may take you unexpected places.  
Once you’ve decided on your course, it is 
time to begin your research.  Next time, I will 
discuss the foundation of all historical pro-
jects—sources. 

Lebanon High School library, 1909.  Senior Edition of the 
Pennant, Lebanon High School, 1909, p. 32 


