
Time to Join or Renew Your Membership 
 

Please consider joining or renewing your membership to the society today.  
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to 
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local 
history. 
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events.  May we add your e-mail ad-
dress to our volunteer contact list?  No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if 
you’re available. 
 

Contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society.  We are 
always glad to hear from our members.  To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom 
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues to PO Box 141, Leba-
non, IN  46052. 

 
Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________ 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________ 
E-mail Address:_________________________________   Phone:________________________________ 
Type of Membership:  ________Single ($25.00)  _________Family ($50.00) _________Lifetime ($125.00) 
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00)   _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00) 
 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund:  $________________ 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund:  $___________ 
May we list your name on our website as a “Friend of the Society”?  _____Yes     _____No 
________I/we are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities. 

Find us on Facebook at: Boone County Historical Society Indiana  
 
Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org 

Letter from the President 
 

Welcome to spring and the down-
grade of the mask mandate. 

This certainly makes us ready to 
plan our Lincoln’s Lebanon and our annu-
al Halloween Party.  Please put the dates 
on your calendar: Lincoln,  September 25 
and 26, 2021, and the Halloween Party, 
October 16, 2021. Lincoln is a free event 
at Lebanon’s Memorial park with Civil War 
battle reenactments, medical reenactors, 
period crafts, and of course food. Hallow-
een is our adult party at the Sugar Creek 
Art Center. Costumes, a live band, tarot 
card readings, food, adult beverages, and 
maybe Zoltar will make an appearance. 
There will be an admission fee for this 
event. 

Please plan on attending our events 
this year. And the Cragun House is availa-
ble for rentals and tours.  Email or call and 
leave a message and we will return your 
call.  

Jane Hammock 

Cragun House Damaged 
 

In March, an upstairs window on the east side of 
the Cragun House was found to have been shat-
tered, probably by some strong winds.  We have 
boarded it up and are in the process of replacing it.   
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A Teacher’s Journal 
 

In March 1862, Estelle Morrow, a young woman 
from Piqua, Ohio, accepted the position of music 
and drawing teacher in the Lebanon Presbyterian 
Academy, located at what is now the southeast cor-
ner of Main and East Streets.  During her stay in 
Lebanon, she kept a journal that is filled with obser-
vations about her work at the school, Lebanon soci-
ety, and the raging Civil War.  The journal ends on 
December 31, 1862, at which time she had returned 
home to Ohio, but she had planned to come back.     
This journal was purchased at an auction in Evans-
ville, Indiana, in 1953 and later sold to the Indiana 
Historical Society.  Ralph W. Stark, of Lebanon, 
transcribed the journal in 1973 and donated the 
transcript to the Lebanon Public Library.  These ex-
cerpts, from the first few months of her time in Leba-
non, give the flavor of the journal, whose entries re-
veal an intelligent young woman, keenly aware of 
her surroundings and well-read on current events. 
 
March 5, 1862 

 “... Ma got a letter from Dr. Ball, an old 
friend living in Lebanon Ind., saying the Lebanon 
Academy had a musical dept., and the present 
teacher expected soon to leave, and perhaps there 
would be an opening for me.  Just what I am and 
have been on the lookout for!  As Dr. Ball knew 
nothing about it, it seems providential.  I answered 
immediately assenting.  I wonder if they will send for 
me? 

“I should like it, and it is absolutely neces-
sary for me if I can do better than here.  Yet how 
can I leave my darling Mother?  It seems as if she 
becomes dearer every day.  She is always so lonely 
when I am gone.  Yet I know if I go ‘twill be for the 
best, for in making efforts for some such situation I 
have daily and most earnestly implored the guid-

 

ance and assistance of my Heavenly Father.  I have perfect 
trust in his kindness, and that wayward and sinful as I am, 
His mercy and Forgiveness is boundless!” 

 
March 14th:  “‘Tis settled, I am going to Lebanon, Ind. to 
teach music, start in Monday the 17th.  I rec. another letter 
from Dr. Ball and one from the Principal of the school say-
ing the situation was mine if I liked the proposals.  I wrote 
immediately accepting but it cost quite a struggle to decide 
on leaving home …” 

 
March 19th:  “At Lebanon in the Hoosier state  … Dr. Ball 
met me at the depot.  I was very kindly welcomed …” 

 
March 21st:  “... Last evening there was a party at Dr. 
Avery’s, so I had a glimpse of Lebanon society.  I am very 
well pleased with it so far.  Like the people much better 
than their muddy town.  I have five scholars in Music 
now.  Expect a great many still, but Mr. Coyner says that 
music is a new thing in L and we must not be in a hurry, 
they will all come around after awhile.  My drawing class is 
not made up yet.  Several expect to take lessons.  Oh! It is 
so muddy and rainy here.  I wish it would clear up. 

“Miss Garrett, who boards here, a teacher in the 
Academy, and my room-mate, is a very quiet, sober, matter 
of fact girl.  I like her too, have not got acquainted scarcely 
yet.  Her brother boards here too, a very quiet young gen-
tleman.” 

 
April 5th:  “On Tuesday evening we had an exhibition at the 
Academy.  I performed most of the musical part … It was 
quite a success as far as I was concerned.  Everyone was 
highly pleased with my playing.  They say I’m the best mu-
sician they have had here.  I wish I had more scholars …” 

 
April 13th:  “The number killed and wounded at Pittsburg 
[Battle of Shiloh] is said to be [reading uncertain, 10,000?] 
and that a low figure.  Thus it always is, some days must 
elapse before we can be certain of the validity of reports …” 
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May 4th:  “... Last evening, went to the musical asso-
ciation, which hold a meeting every Saturday night, 
and at that meeting spent most of the time in sing-
ing.  Some of their pieces are very good, and they 
have some very good singers, but among the ladies 
there is considerable nasal twang, which I must con-
fess I do not admire …” 

 
May 11th:  “Yesterday a party of Lebanon 

Hoosiers went a fishing, and I was one of the party 
… There were twelve of us … We went about nine or 
ten miles to Sugar Creek.  I enjoyed the rides there 
and back very much.  After Leaving Lebanon some 
two or three miles back, we found some beautiful 
country, rolling country, near here ‘tis perfectly 
flat.  We had a splendid time.  I caught two fish, 
came pretty near falling in the creek once when 
crossing the dam, got both feet wet.  At dinner time, 
some of us girls wanted the gentlemen to go away 
and let us set the table, but finding it rather difficult to 
get rid of them, we left them to set it themselves, and 
they did it to perfection.  Everything was strewed 
around the cloth promiscuous, pickles, chicken, 
bread, cake, pies, candy and nuts, in one conglomer-
ated heap.  I complimented them, by telling them that 
I would engage them to set my wedding table.  The 
ride home was delightful.  The sun set soon after we 
started and then we had the benefit of a glorious 
moon.” 

Be a Historian:  Part II 
Eric Spall 

 
Last time, we discussed how to choose a 

topic for a historical research project.  In this issue, 
we will examine the foundation of any history pro-
ject--sources.  Sources are your sources of infor-
mation--both facts and opinions--with which you 
craft your final product. 

Historians distinguish between two types of 
sources, primary and secondary, and it is im-
portant to be able to identify the two.  Primary 
sources are those created at the time of the event 
in question or by people who witnessed or partici-
pated in the event.  These include, but are not lim-
ited to, letters, diaries, newspaper articles, 
minutes, and photographs.  Secondary sources 
are those created by people not connected with 
the event, often long after the event occurred, such 
as books, articles, or documentaries about a his-
torical topic.  The two types of sources are related 
in that quality secondary sources will make good 
use of primary sources.   

However, the distinction is not always clear, 
and some sources can serve as either primary or 
secondary sources, depending on the context.  For 
instance, you may find a newspaper article about a 
particular event published shortly after the event, 
but it is just a summary of what the editor had 
gleaned from reading other newspapers’ accounts 
of the event--this may be more appropriately clas-
sified as a secondary source than a primary 
source.  Or, consider a biography of Abraham Lin-
coln published in the 1970s:  if you are researching 
Lincoln’s presidency, then this would be a second-
ary source; however, if you are researching chang-
ing perceptions of Lincoln’s presidency, then it 
could be a primary source because the biography 
is evidence of how people in the 1970s understood 
Lincoln’s administration. 

Let’s take a look at a few examples of pri-
mary and secondary sources.  The excerpts from 
Estelle Morrow’s diary, printed elsewhere in this 
newsletter, and the accompanying photograph of 
the Lebanon Presbyterian Academy, are examples 
of primary sources.  Morrow was a direct partici-
pant in many of the events she writes about, so 
she was a first-hand witness, and the opinions she 
expresses offer a unique insight into her own world
-views.  However, in some of her entries she rec-
ords summaries of recent Civil War battles, pre-
sumably based on newspaper accounts or hear-
say.  Since she was not a witness to these events, 
these entries are secondary in nature, at least as 
far as the battles themselves are concerned.  But, 
they are primary  sources regarding the spread of 
information about the war and how civilians on the 

The Lebanon Presbyterian Academy was located at the 
intersection of Main and East Streets, where the Lebanon Police 
Department now stands.  Built in 1859/60, the Lebanon school 
district bought the building for use of the city schools in 1870.  In 
1887, they razed the school and replaced it with the Central 
School building, which in turn was torn down in 1961 for the new 
Lebanon Municipal Building, now solely occupied by the Police 
Department.  According to its 1862 catalog, the first floor 
housed the recitation halls, the second had the society and 
apparatus halls, while the music rooms and chapel were on the 
third floor. Undated photo from Gillaspie Family Album, Special 
Collections, Lebanon Public Library. 

Share your history with us! 
 

Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the Boone County 
Historical Society Newsletter? Or maybe a topic you would like 
us to cover at a presentation to the public? Contact us at:  
PO BOX 141, Lebanon, Indiana  46052, or boonecountyhisto-
ry@gmail.com 

Tour Cragun House 
 

Take a step back to the late 19th cen-
tury with a tour of Cragun House. 
Built in 1893 by newspaper publisher 
and Lebanon school superintendent 
Strange Cragun, the home was gifted 
to the historical society by the Cragun 
family in 1988. 

 home front reacted to these events.   
The photograph of the Academy is a pri-

mary source because it was created at the time 
that the school was in operation.  (Be careful, 
though, when selecting photographs to illustrate 
your research.  This photograph is definitely from 
the 19th century, but, because the exact date is 
not recorded, we can’t say for sure (at least, not 
without additional research) if this is what  the 
school and its surrounding area looked like at the 
time Morrow lived in Lebanon.  Sometimes, of 
course,  images from the exact time that you are 
concerned with are unavailable, so, if you want to 
include an illustration, you have to use an image 
from before or after—this is fine, just be sure to 
note if the image comes from outside the temporal 
range of your subject.)  The caption to this photo 
is a secondary source (though captions can be 
primary sources if they were written by the pho-
tographer). 

Secondary sources can often be found in 
libraries, book stores, or on the internet.  Primary 
sources are often collected in archives and library 
special collections, but many such sources are 
held in private collections.  The proverbial shoe-
box in grandma’s attic, filled with photographs and 
letters, speaks to the fact that not all historical re-

search material is to be found at dedicated institu-
tions. 

Next time, we will take a closer look at 
secondary sources and the role they play in his-
torical research. 

Programs, such as this 
recently donated  example for 
a service at Elizaville Christian 
Church, March 11, 1979, are a 
type of primary source. 

Histories, like this volume 
published for Witham 
Memorial Hospital’s 
centennial, are a type of 
secondary source. 


