
Time to Renew Your Membership 
 

Please consider renewing your membership to the society today.  
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to 
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local 
history. 
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events.  May we add your e-mail ad-
dress to our volunteer contact list?  No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if 
you’re available. 
 

Contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society.  We are 
always glad to hear from our members.  To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom 
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues to PO Box 141, Leba-
non, IN  46052. 

 
Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________ 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________ 
E-mail Address:_________________________________   Phone:________________________________ 
Type of Membership:  ________Single ($25.00)  _________Family ($50.00) _________Lifetime ($125.00) 
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00)   _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00) 
 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund:  $________________ 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund:  $___________ 
May we list your name on our website as a “Friend of the Society”?  _____Yes     _____No 
________I/we are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities. 

 
Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org 
 

Lincoln’s Lebanon  
Cancelled 

After much discussion, Lincoln’s Leba-
non 2020 was cancelled on account of the 
COVID-19 situation.  Though we did not want 
to cancel, the board determined that it would 
not be feasible to host the event within the 
safety parameters stipulated by the county 
health department.  We appreciate the sup-
port of everyone who participated in the plan-
ning phase and are grateful to all who donat-
ed to the event.   

 

Message from the  
President 

Welcome to Fall in Indiana! The board 
of directors of the Boone County Historical 
Society regret that Lincoln Day was cancelled 
this year.  We appreciate all who gave to our 
event and those funds will be kept in our Lin-
coln account until next year. We hope we can 
hold a Christmas Open House at the Cra-
gun  House. Watch for more details. If you are 
interested in helping decorate, please contact 
us. —Jane Hammock 

The Ralston State Historical Marker was installed August 7. 
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New State Historical Markers 
in Boone 

 
Two state historical markers were recent-

ly installed in Boone County, and another will 
be received in the near future.  On August 1, a 
marker for Herman B Wells was dedicated in 
front of the Tri-Area Library in his hometown of 
Jamestown.  Wells began his career in banking, 
but in 1938 the Indiana University Board of Di-
rectors appointed Wells university president, in 
which capacity he served for 25 years.  Follow-
ing his retirement, the school created the posi-
tion of University Chancellor so that Wells could 
continue to support the institution.  Wells 
worked tirelessly to expand access to IU, to 
promote racial equality, and to defend academ-
ic freedom.  His legacy in higher education con-
tinues to be felt throughout Indiana and beyond. 

  Obtaining the funding for this marker 
was a community effort.  Casey Pfeiffer, man-
ager of the marker program, said that the attrib-
ute line for this marker contains the most 
names they have ever fit onto one sign.  In this 
context, the marker is not just a tribute to Wells 
but also a testament to Booneites’ interest in 
their county’s history. 

The marker for Samuel Ralston, Gover-
nor of Indiana from 1913-1917,  was also finally 
installed on August 7.  After a two year delay, 
necessitated by the renovation of the court-
house square and construction of the court-
house’s new ramp, the marker now stands on 
the south side of the courthouse lawn (see 
page 4). 

 

In July, County Historian Eric Spall, with the 
support of the Henry C. Ulen Foundation, submitted an 
application for a marker commemorating Henry Ulen 
and his company.  During the early 20th century, Ulen 
& Co. was one of the largest contracting firms in the 
United States and completed massive construction 
projects around the world, including the Marathon 
Dam outside Athens, Greece, and the Shandaken 
Tunnel, an important component of New York City’s 
water supply system.  In September, the State Library 
and Historical Board approved the application.  The 
marker should be installed at the Ulen Country Club in 
2021. 
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Donations 
 

The Society has received several dona-
tions in the last few months.  One is a collection 
of items related to the Miller family, including a 
scrapbook chronicling Clark Miller’s military ser-
vice during World War II and a Purple Heart 
awarded to Ollie Miller for wounds received in 
the Philippine-American War. 

We also received several glass bottles 
used by local businesses, including the Lebanon 
Bottling Works, as well as spice canisters for the 
Boone Kitchen Cabinet manufactured by Leba-
non’s Campbell-Smith-Ritchie Co. 

 
 

Additionally, the Society has received a 
very generous donation of $15,000 for repairs to 
the Cragun House. 

Facebook Problem 
 

We have encountered a problem with 
the Boone County Historical Society Facebook 
page.  Somehow, we have been locked out of 
the account and are unable to make any posts 
or respond to any messages sent  to the page.  
We have reached out to Facebook for assis-
tance but have had no luck in solving the prob-
lem.  We regret that we have been unable to 
post new content and are very sorry that we 
have not been able to respond to anyone who 
sent  us inquiries via the instant messenger.  If 
you sent us any questions through our Face-
book page and have not received a response, 
please re-send your question to us via email 
(cragunhouse@mymetronet.net) or the contact 
page on our website (http://
www.boonecountyhistorical.org/contact-
us.html), and we will respond as soon as we 
can. 

If we cannot regain access to the ac-
count, we will have to create a new page.  We 
will post updates on our website. 

But history shows that we are not the 
first people in Boone to ever get locked out of 
something: 

Evidently, this practice was not looked 
on too kindly by some folks: 

 

Lebanon Bottling 
Works Bottle 

Allspice cannister for the Boone 
Kitchen Cabinet 

Lebanon Patriot, 12/30/1869, p. 3 

Lebanon Patriot, 12/26/1889, p. 5 

Share your history with us! 
 

Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the Boone County 
Historical Society Newsletter? Or maybe a topic you would like 
us to cover at a presentation to the public? Contact us at:  
PO BOX 141, Lebanon, Indiana  46052!  

Tour Cragun House 
 

Take a step back to the late 19th cen-
tury with a tour of Cragun House. 
Built in 1893 by newspaper publisher 
and Lebanon school superintendent 
Strange Cragun, the home was gifted 
to the historical society by the Cra-
gun family in 1988. 

History in the Heart 
 

On September 5, the Heart of Lebanon 
put on “History in the Heart,” a program to 
raise awareness of the history of the court-
house square.  Working with local business-
es, Heart of Lebanon posted in storefront win-
dows or on stands in front of buildings histori-
cal photographs of those locations so that vis-
itors could visualize how those places have 

changed. 
Heart of Lebanon invited the Society to 

put together a display for 101 West Main 
Street, long-time home to Adler’s.  Following 
a disastrous fire in 1944, Adler’s department 
store moved from  the north side of the 
square to the southeast corner, where it re-
mained until closing in 1992.  While at this 
location, Adler’s specialized in women’s cloth-
ing. 


