
Time to Renew Your Membership 
 

Please consider renewing your membership to the society today.  
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to 
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local 
history. 
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events.  May we add your e-mail ad-
dress to our volunteer contact list?  No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if 
you’re available. 
 

Contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society.  We are 
always glad to hear from our members.  To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom 
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues to PO Box 141, Lebanon, 
IN  46052. 

 

Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________ 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________ 
E-mail Address:_________________________________   Phone:________________________________ 
Type of Membership:  ________Single ($25.00)  _________Family ($50.00) _________Lifetime ($125.00) 
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00)   _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00) 
 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund:  $________________ 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund:  $___________ 
May we list your name on our website as a “Friend of the Society”?  _____Yes     _____No 

Find us on Facebook at: Boone County Historical Society Indiana 
 
Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org 

 Support the Herman B Wells State 

Historical Marker 
 

Herman B Wells had a tremendous influence on 

Indiana history, from banking reform to racial 

integration to the expansion of Indiana Universi-

ty’s programs.  Our marker will be the first state 

historical marker  honoring his legacy. 

 

We still need to raise $2,310 to cover the cost of 

manufacturing.  Y ou can help us achieve this 

goal.  If you would like to contribute to the pro-

ject,  please send your donation to: 

 

Attn:  Linda Ridgway 

Herman B Wells Historical Marker Fund 

Boone County Historical Society 

PO Box 141, Lebanon, IN  46052 

 

Make checks payable to Boone County Histori-

cal Society.  Together we can raise an enduring 

memorial to an influential and remarkable 

Booneite. 

Herman B Wells’ senior portrait in the 1920 
Lebanon High School Cedars. 
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State Historical Markers In Boone 
This summer, Boone County dedicated 

two new state historical markers.  On July 27, 
County Historian Eric Spall and Lebanon’s 
Mayor Matt Gentry unveiled the Samuel Ral-
ston marker at a small ceremony in the rotunda 
of the courthouse.  This marker will be installed 
on the courthouse lawn, hopefully in the near 
future.  On August 10, the Sugar Creek Histori-
cal Society and Colored Cemetery Restoration 
Committee dedicated a marker for Sugar Creek 
Township’s 19th century black community at 
the Colored Cemetery.  The marker itself was 
unveiled by descendants of members of the 
community. 

These signs join the list of six other state 
historical markers in Boone County.  Run by the 
Indiana Historical Bureau, the state marker pro-

 

gram aims to promote public awareness of significant 
topics in Hoosier history. The first such marker in-
stalled in Boone County,  Indian Cemetery and Eel 
River Tribe of Miamis, was dedicated in 1961.  In-
stalled near the location of a Miami cemetery, it com-
memorates the Thorntown Indian Reserve.  It is locat-
ed on State Road 47, east of Thorntown.  In 1962, the 
Zionsville Historical Society installed a marker honor-
ing Patrick Henry Sullivan, one of Boone County’s ear-
liest white settlers.  It is located outside the Sulli-
vanMunce Cultural Center.  Two markers were dedi-
cated in 1966 as part of the state sesquicentennial cel-
ebration.  One, titled Geographical Center of Indiana, 
was placed on US-421 about 1.5 miles north of State 
Road 334.  It marked the site of the abandoned town 
of Clarkston, also known as Hamilton.  This sign suf-

The Samuel M. Ralston marker was unveiled in the 
rotunda of the Boone County Courthouse. 

Descendants of members of the Sugar Creek Community 
participated in the dedication of the community’s marker. 
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fered damage and was removed in the early 
1990s.  On account of the extent of the damage 
and the fact that the marker’s file lacked primary 
source material sufficient to support its text, the 
Indiana Historical Bureau elected not to repair 
and re-install the marker.  Instead, the sign was 
discarded and recycled in 2003.  The other ses-
quicentennial marker was also installed on 421, 

just north of 121st Street.  It notes the history 
of the origins of Michigan Road.  The next two 
markers were installed in 1985.  Though they 
each have their own entry on the Bureau's list, 
they are, in fact, identical copies of each other.  
Installed at the north and southbound rest 
stops on I-65 about 7.5 miles north of Leba-
non, these commemorate the Boone County 
REMC and Indiana’s first electric cooperative 
line. 

The Indian Cemetery marker commemorates the 
Native Americans who lived in the Thorntown area 
prior to the creation of Boone County. 

The Patrick Henry Sullivan marker stands outside the 
SullivanMunce Cultural Center—formerly the Patrick Henry 
Sullivan Museum. 

In addition to text, the Michigan Road marker 
includes a map showing the road’s route. 

The Geographical Center of Indiana marker was 
removed in the 1990s after being damaged.  Photo 
courtesy Lebanon Public Library [Photographs-Zionsville
-5] 

Share your history with us! 
 

Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the Boone County 
Historical Society Newsletter? Or maybe a topic you would like 
us to cover at a presentation to the public? Contact us at:  
PO BOX 141, Lebanon, Indiana  46052!  

Tour Cragun House 
 

Take a step back to the late 19th cen-
tury with a tour of Cragun House. 
Built in 1893 by newspaper publisher 
and Lebanon school superintendent 
Strange Cragun, the home was gifted 
to the historical society by the Cragun 
family in 1988. 

This year, the Indiana Library and His-
torical Board approved a marker commemo-
rating Herman B Wells, former president of 
Indiana University, to be installed in his 
hometown of Jamestown.  It will be dedicat-
ed in 2020, coinciding with IU’s bicentennial 
celebration. 

These are all the state historical mark-

ers in the county.  But they are not the only his-
torical markers found in Boone.  Booneites have 
installed numerous historical markers unaffiliated 
with the state program.  Next issue will contain a 
list of other markers in the county. 

REMC marker at the I-65 southbound 
rest stop. 

REMC marker at the I-65 northbound rest stop. 


