
Time to Renew Your Membership 
 

Please consider renewing your membership to the society today.  
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to 
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local 
history. 
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events.  May we add your e-mail ad-
dress to our volunteer contact list?  No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if 
you’re available. 
 

Contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society.  We are 
always glad to hear from our members.  To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom 
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues to PO Box 141, Lebanon, 
IN  46052. 

 

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail Address:_________________________________   Phone:________________________________ 
Type of Membership:  ________Single ($25.00)  _________Family ($50.00) _________Lifetime ($125.00) 
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00)   _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00) 
 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund:  $________________ 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund:  $___________ 
May we list your name on our website as a “Friend of the Society”?  _____Yes     _____No 

Find us on Facebook at: Boone County Historical Society Indiana 
 

Visit our website for upcoming events: boonecountyhistorical.org 

Sugar Creek Black Community 

 

A marker commemorating the 19th century 

black community in Sugar Creek Township will be 

dedicated at the Colored Cemetery on County Road 

N 825 W at 5:00 PM on August 10 during the Sugar 

Creek Historical Society’s annual ice cream social. 

This community, identified by the Indiana His-

torical Society as an early Hoosier African-

American settlement, emerged between 1840 and 

1850.  Many of the community’s inhabitants migrat-

ed from Kentucky and North Carolina.  They may 

have been attracted by Thorntown’s Quaker com-

munity, known at the time for its racial tolerance.  

The settlement peaked around 1870, by which time 

the black community had established its own 

school, church, Masonic lodge, and cemetery.  

However, the community dispersed in the following 

decades.  By 1890, the center of Boone’s black pop-

ulation had shifted to Lebanon, but the Sugar Creek 

church remained active into the early 1900s.  By 

1930, the community had all but disappeared.  The 

cemetery, where at least one Civil War veteran is 

buried, is the last physical remains of this histori-

cal settlement.   

The Colored Cemetery after installation of its new 
fence in 2018.  Courtesy Mike Thompson. 
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Our first Guns & Hoses basketball game 
was a big success.  On April 13, a team of 
Boone County law enforcement officers faced 
off against a team of Boone County firefighters 
and EMTs in the historic Memory Hall gymnasi-
um, long time home of the Lebanon Tigers.  
Both teams played a quality game, but, at the 
end, team law enforcement prevailed and took 
home the Cragun Trophy. 

Pixie Playhouse led the national anthem 
and provided a well-received halftime show in 
the form of a dance-off. 

We would like to thank the players and 
coaches, Pixie, referees John Cowan and Huck 
Lewis, and emcees Dale Smith and Gus Pearcy.  
Thank you also to all the volunteers who helped 
organize and carry out the event.  Finally, a big 
thank you to everyone who attended.  Together, 
we raised over $1,500 to help preserve the Cra-
gun House and support Society programming. 

 

 

Pixie Playhouse prepares to perform the National 
Anthem.   

Opening tip off for Guns & Hoses.   

Intense action during the game.  Photos courtesy Eric Spall 
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Boone County Basketball 
Hall of Fames Inducts First 

Class 
 

During halftime at the Boone County Histori-
cal Society’s Guns & Hoses basketball game, 
the Boone County Basketball Hall of Fame in-
ducted its inaugural class.  Boone County’s new-
est heritage organization, the BCBHOF strives 
to preserve the history of high school basketball 
in Boone, honor the legacies of Boone’s best 
basketball players and coaches, and raise mon-
ey for scholarships. 

 
The members of the inaugural class are: 
 

 Cathy Beesley Acton 
 Cindy Beesley Aguirre (Accepting the awards 

on behalf of the Beesley sisters were Ally 
and Tyler Aguirre, Cindy’s children.) 

 Walter Cross (posthumous) 
 Lowell “Pug” Dale (posthumous) 
 Myron Dickerson 
 Jim Fisher (Accepted by his friend Mark 

Baltz) 
 Clyde “Cog” Grater 
 Arthur Masters (posthumous) 
 Pete Mount (posthumous; accepted by his 

son, Rick Mount) 
 Rick Mount 
 Kris Veatch Nolan (Accepted on her behalf 

by her father, Don Veatch) 
 Dr. John Porter (posthumous; accepted by 

his grandson, Dick Porter) 
 John Robbins 
 Jim Rosenstihl (posthumous; accepted by his 

daughter, Betsy Dulhanty) 
 Alfred Smith (posthumous) 
 Debbie Funkhouser Trennepohl 
 Donald White (posthumous) 
 Brian Walker 
 
All the members of this class are also members 
of the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame.  The 
BCBHOF will have its second induction in the 
Fall of 2019.  Congratulations to all these out-
standing athletes and coaches, and congratula-
tions to the Boone County Basketball Hall of 
Fame! 

Rick Mount (right) accepts the award for his father, 
Pete Mount, from Dave White.   

The BCBHOF Inaugural Class:  Front, L-F:  Ally Aguirre 
(for Cathy Beesley Acton), John Robbins, Ina Cross 
Schilling (for Walter Cross), Betsy Dulhanty (for Jim 
Rosenstihl), Myron Dickerson.  Back, L-R:  Debbie 
Funkhouser Trennepohl, Tyler Aguirre (for Cindy 
Beesley Aguirre), Dick Porter (for Dr. John Porter), 
Rick Mount (also accepted for Pete Mount), Brian 
Walker, Don Veatch (for Kris Veatch Nolan).  Photos 
Courtesy BCBHOF. 

Share your history with us! 
 

Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the Boone County 
Historical Society Newsletter? Or maybe a topic you would like 
us to cover at a presentation to the public? Contact us at:  
PO BOX 141, Lebanon, Indiana  46052!  

Tour the Cragun House 
 

Take a step back to the late 19th cen-
tury with a tour of Cragun House. 
Built in 1893 by newspaper publisher 
and Lebanon school superintendent 
Strange Cragun, the home was gifted 
to the historical society by the Cra-
gun family in 1988. 

Upcoming Historical Marker 

Dedications 

 
This summer, Boone County will receive two 

new state historical markers from the Indiana His-

torical Bureau. 

 

Governor Samuel M. Ralston 

 

A marker commemorating Samuel Ralston will 

be dedicated at the Boone County Courthouse at 

11:00 AM on July 27th.  Ralston moved to Leba-

non in the 1880s where he established his law 

practice.  He was active in the Democratic party, 

and, in 1912, Hoosiers elected him the 28th gover-

nor of Indiana (prior to this, his only other elected 

office was president of the Lebanon School 

Board).  As governor, Ralston provided disaster 

relief for victims of the Great Flood of 1913, medi-

ated a peaceful conclusion to the Indianapolis 

Streetcar Strike of 1913, established the State His-

torical Commission (now the Historical Bureau), 

and oversaw the creation of Indiana’s state park 

system.  In 1922, he was elected to the United 

States Senate, and he was a strong contender for the 

nomination as the Democratic Party’s presidential 

candidate in 1924 but withdrew his name, probably 

on account of his health.  Ralston died in 1925 and 

is buried in Lebanon’s Oak Hill Cemetery. 

Continued on page 4 

Samuel Ralston, 1923.  Courtesy Library of Congress Prints 
and Photographs Division.  


