
 

A Team of Their Own 
Eric Spall, Boone County Historian 

 
In the 1940s-50s, summertime ama-

teur baseball/softball was a feature of 
life in Boone County.  In Lebanon, the 
Community Service League hosted 
many teams fielded by local business-
es, though not all the teams belonged to 
an organized league.  Most of these 
teams were for men, but in 1948 a 
group of athletic girls in Lebanon orga-
nized their own amateur softball team. 

Known as the Lebanon Merchants, 
the team was sponsored by various 
businesses who provided their uni-
forms.  Team members included Mil-
dred Pake (pitcher), Mary Helms, Bon-
nie Small, Marie McIntyre, Annie Wolfe, 
Pat Warren, Mary Lou Copeland, and 
Fern McIntyre.  Regarding the team’s 
origins, shortstop Marie McIntyre, in an 
interview recently recorded by the Soci-
ety, said, “all of us girls liked to play ball 
anyhow.  So we said, well the men 
plays [sic] ball so why can’t we?” 

Because they did not belong to a 
league, the team had to seek out 
games to play, which responsibility fell 
to manager Paul Schenk.  The Mer-
chants played teams from around cen-
tral Indiana, including ones from Indian-
apolis, Attica, and Greencastle.  The 
girls travelled for away games, and, 
when playing at home, they played on 
the diamond at Memorial Park.  They 
mainly played other women’s teams, 
but, on one memorable occasion, the 
Merchants took the field against the 
Lebanon Lions Club men’s team.  
Throughout most of the game, played 
August 29, 1948, the teams seemed 
evenly matched.  By the 6th inning, the 
Lions had achieved a comfortable 21-17 
lead.  However, Mary Helms erased 

that deficit with a grand slam.  In the 7th 
and final inning, Marie McIntyre batted in 
a run off a triple, and the Merchants won 
22-21. 

The Merchants played every summer 
for ten years.  But tragedy struck in 1958 
with the death of their pitcher, Mildred 
Pake.  Without a pitcher, the team decid-
ed to disband.  On the decision to  stop 
playing, McIntyre said, “It was kind of sad 
because we always had a lot of fun.” 

L-R:  Pat Warren,  Mildred Pake, Marie McIntyre, and 
F. Sheets in their bright blue and white uniforms.  
Courtesy Marie McIntyre. 

The Lebanon Merchants during a game at Memorial 
Park.  Courtesy Marie McIntyre. 
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The Boone County Historical Society  
Presents Guns and Hoses 

 

On Saturday, April 13, Boone County law en-
forcement will take on Boone County firefighters 
and EMTs in a spectacular display  of athleticism 
and sportsmanship.  Join the Boone County His-
torical Society at Lebanon’s historic Memory Hall 
for this fun, family-friendly event.   
 
Pixie Playhouse will present the colors at the 
start of the game and will perform during 
halftime.   
 
Enter a drawing for the chance to compete in the 
halftime free throw contest.  Two lucky youth will 
compete for a youth bicycle, and two lucky 
adults will compete for an adult bicycle, both 
generously donated to the Society for the event. 
 
The newly organized Boone County Basketball 
Hall of Fame will have a booth at the game to 
register new members and provide information 
about the initiative.  During the  event, the Hall of 
Fame will induct  its first class. 
 
Soft drinks and snacks will be available at the 
concession stand. 
 
All proceeds will go to the preservation of the 
historic Cragun House in Lebanon.   
 
We hope to see you at Guns and Hoses! 
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Champions from Boone 
 

Another Indiana high school basketball 
championship has come and gone, and this 
brings to mind a fact about Boone County’s his-
tory—a century ago, Boone played a prominent 
role in the development of Hoosier high school 
basketball.  Indeed, Boone may well be de-
scribed as a part of the cradle of Indiana basket-
ball, as D. L. White, who is working to establish 
the Boone County Basketball Hall of Fame, re-
cently stated, and with good reason: in the first 
decade of the state basketball tournament, 
Boone schools played in 5 championships, win-
ning four of them.  Lebanon High School lost the 
first championship game to Crawfordsville in 
1911 but emerged triumphant in 1912. Thorn-
town High School won in 1915, and Lebanon 
dominated the tournament in 1917 and again in 
1918. In 1943, Lebanon returned to the champi-
onship game, but lost to Fort Wayne Central. 
And that was the last time a Boone County 
school played in the state basketball champion-
ship game. 

Of course, basketball has not been the only 
sport played by Boone County school 
teams.  Boone’s student athletes have excelled 
in many sports, as evidenced by the Indiana 
High School Athletic Association’s list of state 
champions: 

Lebanon High School:  Girls Softball (Class 
3A)—2016 

 Western Boone Jr./Sr. High 
School:  Football (3A)—1988 and 2018 

 Zionsville Community High 
School:  Football (3A)—1987 and 1996; 
Boys Golf—2002 and 2004; Boys Soccer—
2010; Girls Cross Country—2018; Girls 
Golf—2018 

 
Did you Know? 

 
The Lebanon High School 2016  Girls Soft-

ball State Championship team autographed a 
softball which was put in the Boone County 
Indiana State Bicentennial time capsule in the 
courthouse rotunda. 
 

The Dodgers in Zionsville 
 

For a few days in 1948, Boone played host 
to the Brooklyn Dodgers professional baseball 
team.  From July 20-22, Stan Feezle, Jack 
Knight, and Cliff Alexander, scouts for the 
Dodgers, led a baseball camp at Zionsville 
Memorial Park.  Open to all young men from 
around Indiana (though the organizers were 
most interested in boys 16 years old and old-
er), participants received individual coach-
ing.  The Dodgers’ purpose was to assess lo-
cal talent and identify individuals to potentially 
recruit after high school. At the end of the 
camp, the best players from the program 
played against the Zionsville Lions Club’s 
team.  The Lions won 1-0 off of an error.  

 
New Accessions 

The Society has received a “Deep Water” sign from 
Lebanon’s old Seashore Pool, donated by Annie Birge-
Chesney. 
New at the Ralph W. Stark Heritage Center, Lebanon 

Public Library 
Received January-March 2019:  Old Indiana Fun Park 
business card; Whitestown Centennial program, 1951, 
and Whitestown High School 1923 commencement pro-
gram; Bales and Bleistein family photos; photos of 
James P. Staley, county auditor; photos of 1957 Leba-
non flood. 

New at Thorntown Public Library and Thorntown 
Heritage Museum 

Received January-March 2019:  Tales from My Father’s 
Store by Bob Smith; 36 Thorntown Presbyterian Church 
yearbooks dating back to 1924. 

1912 Lebanon High School State Basketball Champions.  
Lebanon High School, The Laurel (1912), p. 63. 

Boone’s First Champions 

Time to Renew Your Membership 
 

 

Find us on Facebook at: Boone County Historical Society Indiana 
 
Visit Our Website:  www.boonecountyhistorical.org 

Please consider renewing your membership to the society today.  
Perhaps include a separate donation to help us maintain the Cragun House or to add to 
our general fund. This will ensure our programs will continue our preservation of local 
history. 
Volunteer – We are always happy to have help at our events.  May we add your e-mail ad-
dress to our volunteer contact list?  No obligation – just an occasional e-mail, asking if 
you’re available. 
 

Contact us if you have any questions regarding the Boone County Historical Society.  We are al-
ways glad to hear from our members.  To renew your membership, please tear off the bottom 
section of this form, complete it and return with your membership dues to PO Box 141, Lebanon, 
IN  46052. 

 

Name(s):_____________________________________________________--________________________ 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________-________________________ 
E-mail Address:_________________________________   Phone:________________________________ 
Type of Membership:  ________Single ($20.00)  _________Family ($35.00) _________Lifetime ($110.00) 
_______Business (30 employees or less) ($50.00)   _______Corporate (31 employees or more ($100.00) 
 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the General Fund:  $________________ 
In addition to our membership, please accept this donation to the Cragun House Fund:  $___________ 
May we list your name on our website as a “Friend of the Society”?  _____Yes     _____No 

Share your history with us! 
 

Have an idea for an article you’d like to see in the Boone County Historical Society 
Newsletter? Or maybe a topic you would like us to cover at a presentation to the public? 
Contact us at:  
PO BOX 141, Lebanon, Indiana  46052!  

Tour the Cragun House 

Take a step back to the late 19th centu-
ry with a tour of the Cragun House. 
Built in 1893 by newspaper publisher 
and Lebanon school superintendent 
Strange Cragun, the home was gifted 
to the Historical Society by the Cragun 
family in 1988. 


