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Boone County Historical Society Newsletter
Boone County Historical
Society meetings are held the
first Tuesday of each month
(7 pm) at the Cragun House,
located at 404 W. Main St. in
Lebanon. Meetings are open
to the general membership or prospective members.
_____________________
Included in this edition of the
BCHS Newsletter is a
detachable membership
form. You may also
enroll online at
at::

Cragun House Porch Sale

Saturday, September 14th, 2013
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
We will once again be having a porch sale during the “Back to the ‘50”
festival. Please start looking around your home for those treasures that
have outlasted their usefulness. Remember your “trash” could be someone else’s “treasure”. If you have something to donate please contact us
by email at: cragunhouse@sbcglobal.net or call: (765) 483
483--9414.
We will pick up or meet you at the Cragun House to accept
your donations. We are a not for profit and can provide you with a
receipt for your donation. This is also a great volunteer opportunity!

www.boonecountyhistorical.org

Lincoln’s Lebanon and Civil War Reenactment
September 28th & 29th, 2013

Lincoln's Lebanon and Civil War Re-enactment is a two day festival
featuring a wide range of activities, dedicated to the spirit of the mid
1800s. Events include a visit from one of America's most
beloved presidents, live Civil War battles and encampments,
pioneer demonstrations, vendors, music, and much more!

Lebanon Memorial Park

Visit us on the web at: www.boonecountyhistorical.org

The Lebanon Chapter of the Indiana
Federation of Business and Professional Women
On November 11, 1919, Librarian Mrs. Cora Bynum and Miss Effie
Farnsworth, bookkeeper for the Lebanon Water Works, invited the
ladies of Lebanon to a meeting at the Carnegie Library to discuss the
organization of a local chapter of the IFBPW.
Eleven ladies decided to join the club that evening. The first official
meeting was on November 22, 1919, with two more ladies joining the
original eleven. By 1926 there were over 100 members of the club.
They met monthly for dinner, entertainment, and business at the
home of Mrs.‘Sadie” Darnall. There could be 40-50 people for dinner
with another 40-50 joining afterwards for the entertainment and
business. The entertainment was elaborate consisting of piano and
musical presentations, playlets, readings, travel logs, and anything
else that might be of interest at the time.
There was a yearly “Merchants” meeting where they invited the
businessmen of the community to a dinner and entertainment. BPW
supported their charitable projects through bridge luncheons at the
Elks Club, where there were 35 tables of bridge, and “Bargain
Dances” at the K of P. The members traveled extensively to
neighboring clubs, state and regional meetings. The Lebanon ladies
were quite progressive in their thinking and in 1927 joined with the
Lebanon Arts Council and The Florentine Club to promote National
Art Week. Among the exhibitions were the paintings of a young Indianapolis African-American artist by the name of Hale Woodruff. Mr.
Woodruff wanted to study in France.
In addition to displaying his work in Adler’s Department Store
windows and the Carnegie Library, the ladies held a benefit performance at the high school auditorium to raise funds to help with his
expenses. According to the article in the Lebanon Reporter the first
observance of National Art Week was a “very successful venture” and
the minutes from the BPW indicated that Mr. Woodruff was provided
with a generous check.

The National Federation of Business and Professional
Women's Clubs was founded in July 1919. While
mobilizing for World War I, the U.S. Government recognized the need for a cohesive group to coordinate
identification of women's available skills and
experience. A Women's War Council, financed through
a federal grant, was established by the War Department
to organize the resources of professional women.

Guided Tours are offered by the Boone
County Historical Society, offering unique
insights into the life and times of this
historic home, and its original owners, the
Cragun family. Tours are currently available
by appointment. The cost is $3 per person,
with proceeds designated to the
preservation of the Cragun House and the
efforts of the Boone County Historical
Society. To schedule a visit to the
Cragun House, please call: (765) 483
483--9414

Memories of Early Lebanon
Boone County Cabinet Makers
In the late nineteenth century a business arose in Lebanon that for a
number of years was Lebanon’s biggest industry. It was located at
331 North Lebanon Street. They called themselves “The Boone
Cabinet Makers”. The name of the firm was Campbell-Smith-Ritchie
Company and continued as such for over forty years. The business
started as a planning mill and lumberyard enterprise.
After a 1905 fire they moved to 710 W. South Street, adjacent to the
Big Four Railroad. The company maintained an extensive and modernly equipped plant where many specialties such as kitchen cabinets
were manufactured. The cabinets were of such superior workmanship and quality that they found a ready market over a vast territory.
The cabinet was not only popular locally but throughout Indiana and
the entire Midwest. The business ceased operations in 1940. Many
years later the buildings were razed. Now, the lots next to the Village
Pantry on West South Street are vacant.

Did you know the Cragun House has two models of the
Boone Cabinets?

There are several hidden treasures in the Cragun House
that the BCHS would like to share with the public. We
are planning to do this in the near future with dinners,
desserts, and programs. Please watch for information on these upcoming events in the mail or
through email. If your email address is not available at the Cragun House please send it to us at:
cragunhouse@sbcglobal.net

Boone County Historical Society Membership Application
This form is for new members. Renewing memberships begin January 1st, 2014.
Name

First________________________________________ Last ___________________________________

Address
City, State, Zip

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Email address: _________________________________________________

Home Phone Number: (______)___________________________________

Cell Phone Number:

(_______)___________________________________

Type of Membership *
____Individual ($20.00 annually)
____Family ($35.00 annually)
____Lifetime ($110.00)
____Business (30 employees or less) $50.00 annually
____Corporate (31 employees or more) $100.00 annually
Would you like to make an additional contribution to the:
General Operating Fund $ ________
Restoration and Upkeep of the Cragun House Museum $____________
Amount of Additional Contribution $ __________________
Can we list you as a Friend of the Society on the BCHS website? If yes, please enter your name(s) exactly the way it should appear
on our site. If not, please list as 'Anonymous':
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Please send membership payment and this application to:
Boone County Historical Society
PO Box 141
Lebanon, IN 46052

You may also complete this application online at:
www.boonecountyhistorical.org

