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Cragun House Celebrates Addition to 

National Register of Historic Places 
 

 

 

 

Have you visited the new BCHS website?  
The new website has many great features for your 

convenience.  Sign up to volunteer, become a member,  

or stay informed of upcoming events! 

 

 
 

www.boonecountyhistorical.org 

Preserving Our Heritage 

Cragun House 
404 W. Main St. 

Lebanon, IN  46052 

National Register Gala 

was held on June 2
nd

, 2012! 

 

In celebration of the Cragun House’s addition to the National 
Register of Historic Places, a reception was held on Saturday, June 
2nd at 7 pm.  The public was invited to attend this very special 
occasion, hosted by the Boone County Historical Society.   
The evening included light refreshments and the presentation  
of a commemorative plaque.    
 

The S.N. Cragun House was built in 1893 and stands on the north side of West Main 

Street, two blocks west of the courthouse square in Lebanon. The street in the immediate 

vicinity of the house is a mixture of residential and commercial buildings. The house is a 

locally fine example of the late nineteenth century Queen Anne style. Its complicated 

massing, corner tower, wrap-around porch, small balconies, and projecting bays are all 

hallmarks of the style. The richness of its interior woodwork which is remarkably intact, 

also illustrates the late nineteenth century love of complicated and ornate detail. The house 

ranks among Lebanon’s best examples of the Queen Anne style.   

 

The Cragun House is the perfect place to host a meeting or event and is available to the 

public for a modest usage fee.  For additional information, please call:  (765) 483-9414 

 

Did You Know? 

http://www.boonecountyhistorical.org/


THE OLD BOONE COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS 

 

When Viola Taylor was a child, her father would buy a family ticket for the 

entire week of the fair for approximately $5.00.  In 1893 her father bought a 

carriage with the fringe on top.  They went to the fair every day in their new 

carriage. Her mother would prepare a lot of food as you always expected to 

meet old friends who would spread their dinner with you and talk and visit 

retelling the passing events of the year. 

The men of the county would display the crops, stock, and new tools they 

used in farming.  Each year the tools were made better.  Stock raising and 

even the farm building were improved.  For the ladies, all kinds of sewing, 

quilting, needle work of all kinds and canning fruits, vegetables, jams and 

jelly as well as baking of everything you could think of would be displayed. 

The attractions were the merry-go-round, horse racing, balloons going up, 

and all kinds of stands to get you to spend your money.  It was a great place 

to go to meet old friends that you only saw once a year.  It was something 

they all looked forward to. 

I guess that was why new things were invented and to get them where the 

public could see them.  For after all, it was horse and buggy days.  How 

times have changed.  They called them the “good old days”, but she 

preferred today’s times. 

In 1923 the park was named Memorial Park, where the fair was once held.   

Band concerts and family dinners were also held in the park. 

 

 

 

The article (left) was written by  

Viola Taylor, Judy Walburn’s great 

aunt.  She was born in a log cabin on 

Lost Road in Boone County.  She 

always said her longevity was due to 

living a “good clean life” by never 

smoking or drinking, minding her own 

business and working hard.  She passed 

away in 1989 at the age of 105. 

 

Viola’s Visit 

 

Viola Taylor 

Do you have an interesting fact or story 

that you’d like to share from the past?   

Send it to the BCHS:  

 

Email:  cragunhouse@sbcglobal.net  

or 

Mail to:      PO Box 141 

        Lebanon, IN  46052 

mailto:cragunhouse@sbcglobal.net


  

Preserving Our Heritage 

BCHS Visits Boone County Senior Services 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

National Register Gala 
Cragun House  

Saturday, June 2nd, 2012 

7:00 pm  

Open to the public, free admission. 

 

Courthouse Centennial  

Celebration Reception 

Cragun House 

Wednesday, July 4th, 2012  

BCHS will host a reception following 

the courthouse celebration at the 

Cragun House.   

Open and free to the public. 

Did you know? 
Vice President Charles W. Fairbanks 

had dinner with the Cragun family at 

the Cragun House following the 

dedication ceremony of the  

Boone County Courthouse in 1912! 

 

BCHS Annual Porch Sale 

Cragun House 

Saturday, Sept. 15th 

9 am – 2 pm  

Donations are now being accepted. 

  

Lincoln’s Lebanon and  

Civil War Re-enactment 
Lebanon Memorial Park  

September 29th-30th, 2012 

Civil war encampment and skirmishes 

featuring confederate and union soldiers, 

pioneer demonstrations, craft vendors, 

period costumes, food vendors, and an 

opportunity to meet Mr. Abraham Lincoln!   

 

Are you a member of the Boone County Historical Society?  We offer affordable membership 

options for individuals or businesses.  To become a member, please visit our website at: 

www.boonecountyhistorical.org    

Or call:  (765)483-9414 

(Pictured above)  Jeannie Brandenburg and Judy Walburn visited the 
Boone County Senior Services Center at Crown Pointe on May 9th, 2012.  
Afternoon activities offered visitors the opportunity to review old 
newspaper articles and photos pertaining to Boone County history.  
Pictures of old buildings, homes, churches, and schools were shown to the 
audience while Judy spoke about the Cragun House and the Cragun family. 

On May 9th, members from the BCHS hosted a “Hat Show” at 

Crowne Point.  Refreshments and memories were shared while 

visitors donned their best and brightest hats! 

http://www.boonecountyhistorical.org/


 

  

Lincoln’s Lebanon and Civil War Re-enactment 
Lebanon Memorial Park 

September 29-30, 2012  

 

“Give me six hours to chop down a tree and I will spend the first four sharpening the axe.” ~Abraham Lincoln 

 

Boone County Historical Society 

404 W. Main St.  

Lebanon, IN  46052 
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